
The Project on Europe  
and the Transatlantic 

Relationship

Nicholas Burns, Faculty Chair
Cathryn Clüver Ashbrook, Executive Director



PRACTICE-BASED LEARNING AND REAL-
W

ORLD DECISION M
AKING

Learning through practice-based teaching is a H
arvard 

Kennedy School tradition. Th
e Project on Europe and the 

Transatlantic Relationship will bring senior diplom
ats, policy-

m
akers and public policy innovators from

 Europe and the 
United States to cam

pus as speakers and fellows.  

M
EASURABLE IM

PACT ON 
TRANSATLANTIC POLICY M

AKING

An annual H
arvard conference held in Segovia, Spain and 

Talloires, France, in alternating years, will serve as a regular 
convening space for academ

ics and practitioners working in this 
space. Th

ese conferences and on-cam
pus workshops will inform

 
the program

’s research publications, including an already planned 
report on the 70th Anniversary of NATO.

B
ridgin

g th
e A

tlan
tic  

to resolve the world’s 
m

ost pressing issues.

T
h

e P
roject on

 Europe an
d th

e Tran
satlan

tic R
elation

sh
ip 

aim
s to strengthen the University’s capacities for teaching, 

research and policy on the relationship between the United 
States and Europe. Th

e program
 is designed to deepen a rela-

tionship which has—
for over 70 years—

served as an anchor 
of global order, driven the expansion of the world econom

y, 
provided peace and stability and reunited peoples once divided 
by war. In doing so, we hope to prepare a new generation of 
leaders on both sides of the Atlantic. 

Th
e Project’s specific aim

s are two-fold: [1] To deepen the 
Kennedy School’s com

m
itm

ent to research on Europe—
to create a 

Chair in European Studies and to expand our teaching on m
odern 

European politics, NATO, the European Union, Russia, U
kraine, 

and other states of the region. [2] To expand our understanding 
and support for the Transatlantic relationship and the free 
societies and dem

ocratic foundations that are its core. 

Th
e Project will convene academ

ics and practitioners to cam
pus 

as fellows for teaching and training, conferences and workshops 
for degree students and policy-m

akers. W
e will support academ

-
ic research in four core areas: 

• 
Strengthening W

estern D
em

ocracies

• 
Security Policy

• 
D

iplom
acy

• 
Econom

ics and Trade 

Its program
m

ing is designed to prepare the next generation 
of transatlantic leaders for careers in diplom

acy, security 
and developm

ent policy, but also in the key policy areas that 
reinforce the transatlantic relationship, including econom

ic 
and labor relations, trade, energy, cyber and technology policy, 
as well as cooperative approaches to tackling transnational 
issues—

including clim
ate change, terrorism

 and the rise of 
anti-dem

ocratic populism
.

D
edicated to im

proving public policy and public leadership, the 
Project on Europe and the Transatlantic Relationship will also 
support novel approaches that work to strengthen the values and 
norm

s that underpin W
estern dem

ocracies and their institution-
al and social advancem

ent.

TEACHING TRANSATLANTIC PUBLIC 
POLICY FOR THE 21ST CENTURY

Th
rough the P

ierre K
eller V

isitin
g Fellow

sh
ip, the H

arvard 
Kennedy School will be able to bring consistent teaching 
on issues driving European public policy and transatlantic 
policy questions. Th

is will provide students with a grounding 
in the theory and practice of European institutions, law and 
policy-m

aking to com
plem

ent teaching on U
S policy practice 

already in existence. Th
is will allow them

 to develop a depth 
of com

parative expertise to develop functional, innovative 
solutions to the m

ost pressing problem
s in the transatlantic 

policy space. 

PROJECT LEADERSHIP

Prof. Nicholas Burns
Am

bassador (Ret.) Nicholas Burns is 
the Roy and Barbara Goodm

an Fam
ily 

Professor of the Practice of Diplom
acy 

and International Relations, Harvard 
Kennedy School. He is the Faculty Chair for the Project 
on Europe and the Transatlantic Relationship and for 
the Future of Diplom

acy Project. A career diplom
at, 

Am
bassador Burns served in the United States Foreign 

Service for tw
enty-seven years, w

here he w
as Under 

Secretary of State for Political Affairs (2005-2008); 
Am

bassador to NATO
 (2001-2005), Am

bassador to 
Greece (1997-2001), and State Departm

ent Spokesm
an 

(1995-1997).

Cathryn Clüver Ashbrook
Cathryn Clüver Ashbrook is Executive 
Director of the Project on Europe and the 
Transatlantic Relationship and the founding 
Executive Director of the Future of Diplom

acy 
Project at the Harvard Kennedy School. 

SENIOR ASSOCIATES

Karl Kaiser
Form

er Director of the Germ
an Council on 

Foreign Relations, Bonn/Berlin and advisor to 
Chancellors Brandt and Schm

idt.

M
anuel M

uñiz
Dean of the School of International Relations at 
IE University and the Founding Director of its 
Center for the Governance of Change.

PAST EUROPE SPEAKERS AND FELLOW
S

João Vale de Almeida,  
EU Ambassador to the UN

Anthony Gardener, former 
U.S. Ambassador to the EU

Karel de Gucht, former 
European Commissioner for 
Trade and former Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Belgium

Wolfgang Ischinger, Chairman of 
the Munich Security Conference

Natalie Jaresko, former 
Finance Minister of Ukraine

Paul Jones,  
U.S. Ambassador to Poland

Victoria Nuland, former Assistant 
Secretary of State for European 
and Eurasian Affairs at the United 
States Department of State

David O’Sullivan, Ambassador of 
the European Union to the U.S.

Anders Fogh Rasmussen, former 
Secretary General of NATO

Lord Peter Ricketts, former 
National Security Advisor 
of the United Kingdom

Sir John Sawers, former 
U.K. Chief of the Secret 
Intelligence Service, MI6

Helga Maria Schmid,  
Secretary General of the European 
External Action Service

Radosław Sikorski, former 
Foreign Minister of Poland

Javier Solana, former 
High Representative for 
the Common Foreign and 
Security Policy for the EU

Jens Stoltenberg,  
Secretary General of NATO

Sir Peter Westmacott, former 
British Ambassador to the U.S.

Peter W
ittig, German 

Ambassador to the U.S.
FOR M

ORE, VISIT
www.belfercenter.org/Transatlantic



Research, ideas, and leadership for  
a more secure, peaceful world.


