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Ground Forces: China
Icon Name Parent 

Command
Force Type Force Numbers Location

52nd Mountain Infantry Brigade HQ
Tibet Military 
District (MD)

Infantry Brigade ~ 4,600 (total) Link

Unit 77675, 52nd Mountain Infantry 
Brigade

Tibet MD Infantry Battalion ~ 700 Link

Unit 77678, Artillery Regiment, 52nd 
Mountain Infantry Brigade

Tibet MD Artillery Regiment ~ 1,100 Link

1st Battalion, 52nd Mountain Infantry 
Brigade

Tibet MD Infantry Battalion ~ 700 Link

2nd Battalion, 52nd Mountain Infantry 
Brigade

Tibet MD Infantry Battalion ~ 700 Link

3rd Battalion, 52nd Mountain Infantry 
Brigade

Tibet MD Infantry Battalion ~ 700 Link

4th Battalion, 52nd Mountain Infantry 
Brigade

Tibet MD Infantry Battalion ~ 700 Link

53rd Mountain Infantry Brigade HQ Tibet MD Infantry Brigade ~ 4,600 (total) Link

Unit 77680, 53rd Mountain Infantry 
Brigade

Tibet MD Infantry Battalion ~ 700 Link

Artillery Regiment, Unit 77683, 53rd 
Mountain Infantry Brigade

Tibet MD Artillery Regiment ~ 1,100 Link

1st Battalion, 53rd Mountain Infantry 
Brigade

Tibet MD Infantry Battalion ~ 700 Link

2nd Battalion, 53rd Mountain Infantry 
Brigade

Tibet MD Infantry Battalion ~ 700 Link

3rd Battalion, 53rd Mountain Infantry 
Brigade

Tibet MD Infantry Battalion ~ 700 Link

4th Battalion, 53rd Mountain Infantry 
Brigade

Tibet MD Infantry Battalion ~ 700 Link

54th Mechanized Infantry Brigade Tibet MD Infantry Brigade ~ 3,000 Link

308th Artillery Brigade Tibet MD Artillery Brigade ~ 3,000 Link

Gyantse County 1st Independent 
Battalion, Unit 77655 (India and 
Bhutan Borders) 

Tibet MD Infantry Battalion ~ 700 Link

Gangba County 2nd Independent 
Battalion, Unit 77656 (India Border)

Tibet MD Infantry Battalion ~ 700 Link

Medog County 3rd Independent 
Battalion

Tibet MD Infantry Battalion ~ 700 Link

Milin 4th Independent Battalion Tibet MD Infantry Battalion ~ 700 Link

Luoza County 5th Independent 
Battalion (Bhutan Border)

Tibet MD Infantry Battalion ~ 700 Link

1st Border Defense Regiment, Unit 
77629 (India and Bhutan Borders)

Tibet MD Infantry Regiment ~ 2,800 Link

2nd Border Defense Regiment, Unit 
77635 (India and Bhutan Borders)

Tibet MD Infantry Regiment ~ 2,800 Link

3rd Border Defense Regiment, Unit 
77639 (India and Nepal Borders)

Tibet MD Infantry Regiment ~ 2,800 Link

4th Border Defense Regiment, Unit-
77643 (India Border)

Tibet MD Infantry Regiment ~ 2,800 Link

5th Border Defense Regiment, Unit 
77646 (Nepal Border)

Tibet MD Infantry Regiment ~ 2,800 Link

6th Border Defense Regiment, Unit-
77649 (India and Bhutan Borders)

Tibet MD Infantry Regiment ~ 2,800 Link

Nathu La Outpost, 6th Border 
Defense Regiment

Tibet MD N/A ? Link

9th Border Defense Regiment Tibet MD Infantry Regiment ~ 2,800 Link

Total Ground Forces: Tibet Military District ~ 40,000

Icon Name Parent 
Command

Force Type Force Numbers Location

6th Mechanized Infantry Division Xinjiang MD Infantry Division ~ 13,000 total Link

6th Armor Regiment Xinjiang MD Armor Regiment ~ 1,200 Link

17th Infantry Regiment Xinjiang MD Infantry Regiment ~ 2,800 Link

18th Infantry Regiment Xinjiang MD Infantry Regiment ~ 2,800 Link

Artillery Regiment Xinjiang MD Artillery Regiment ~1,100 Link

Air Defense Regiment Xinjiang MD Air Defense Regiment ~ 1,000 Link

4th Motorized Infantry Division Xinjiang MD Infantry Division ~ 13,000 Link

8th Motorized Infantry Division Xinjiang MD Infantry Division ~ 13,000 Link

2nd Artillery Brigade Xinjiang MD Artillery Brigade ~ 3,000 Link

11th Motorized Infantry Division Xinjiang MD Infantry Division ~ 13,000 Link

High-Powered Artillery Brigade Xinjiang MD Artillery Brigade ~ 3,000 Link

Special Operations Force Brigade Xinjiang MD
Special Operations 
Force Brigade

~ 500 Link 

1st Independent Regiment Xinjiang MD Infantry Regiment ~ 2,800 Link 

2nd Independent Regiment Xinjiang MD Infantry Regiment ~ 2,800 Link

12th Border Defense Regiment Xinjiang MD Infantry Regiment ~ 2,800 Link

13th Border Defense Regiment Xinjiang MD Infantry Regiment ~ 2,800 Link

Total Ground Forces: Xinjiang Military District ~ 70,000

Icon Name Parent 
Command

Force Type Force Numbers Location

76th Group Army
Western 
Theater 
Command

Group Army

~ 45,000-60,000 
total, including 
17th, 56th, 62nd, 
149th, and 182nd 
Combined Arms 
Brigades, 77th 
Special Operations 
Forces Brigade, 
Engineer Brigade, 
Army Aviation Bri-
gade, and Support 
Service Brigade. 

Link

Artillery Brigade, 76th Group Army
Western 
Theater 
Command

Artillery Brigade ~ 3,000 Link

Air Defense Brigade, 76th Group Army
Western 
Theater 
Command

Air Defense Brigade ~ 2,500 Link

12th Armor Brigade,  
76th Group Army

Western 
Theater 
Command

Armor Brigade ~ 5,000 Link

77th Group Army
Western 
Theater 
Command

Group Army

~ 45,000-60,000 
total, including 
39th, 40th, 55th, 
139th, 150th, and 
181st Combined 
Arms Brigades, 
Army Aviation 
Brigade, Engineer 
Brigade, and 
Service Support 
Brigade. 

Link

Artillery Brigade,  
77th Group Army

Western 
Theater 
Command

Artillery Brigade ~ 3,000 Link

Air Defense Brigade,  
77th Group Army

Western 
Theater 
Command

Air Defense Brigade ~ 2,500 Link

Special Operations Forces Brigade,  
77th Group Army

Western 
Theater 
Command

Special Operations 
Forces Brigade

~ 500 Link

Total Ground Forces: Western Theater Command ~ 90,000–120,000

Total China Ground Forces:  
Western Theater Command and Tibet and Xinjiang Military Districts

~ 200,000–230,000
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https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=27.990308800000022%2C91.95865630000003&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=28.649620300000016%2C87.12982179999995&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=28.658056099999996%2C97.46726990000002&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=28.89939160000001%2C88.02164549999998&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=27.483908099999976%2C88.90960689999997&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=27.389201499999988%2C88.83283140000003&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=27.81586840000004%2C99.69483049999997&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=39.64104880000001%2C76.0136185&z=9
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=38.414217000000015%2C77.24576100000002&z=9
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=37.11378839999999%2C79.92313390000004&z=9
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=39.40296840000001%2C76.03463190000002&z=9
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=39.39004%2C76.07757570000001&z=9
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=39.50072939999998%2C75.92857359999994&z=9
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=41.69752589999999%2C82.99072269999999&z=9
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=46.62320460000004%2C83.56748570000002&z=9
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=43.777499823612864%2C87.79928589951635&z=10
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=43.81991050114101%2C87.53099844289363&z=11
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=43.8810675%2C87.55966190000004&z=12
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=39.5166047%2C75.93409900000006&z=12
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=43.94907947341049%2C87.63635257520093&z=13
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=37.06966960000003%2C82.75436339999999&z=13
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=37.77418780000004%2C75.22662059999993&z=13
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=38.08347020000003%2C77.14995620000002&z=9
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=34.33611320730171%2C107.31133345360558&z=9
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=38.4920801%2C106.23525900000004&z=9
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Ground Forces: India

Icon Name Parent 
Command

Force Type Force Numbers Location

T-72 Tank Brigade 
Army Northern 
Command

Tank Formation
Up to 150 tanks,~ 
3,000 personnel

Link

8th Mountain Division
Army Northern 
Command

Infantry Division ~ 15,500 Link

3rd Infantry Division
Army Northern 
Command

Infantry Division ~ 15,500 Link

Total Ground Forces: Army Northern Command
~ 34,000 including independent 
tank formation

Icon Name Parent 
Command

Force Type Force Numbers Location

6th Mountain Division
Army Central 
Command

Infantry Division ~ 15,500 Link

Total Ground Forces: Army Central Command ~ 15,500

Icon Name Parent 
Command

Force Type Force Numbers Location

17th Mountain Strike Corps
Army Eastern 
Command

Mechanized Infantry 
Corps

~ 35,000 Link

17th Mountain Division
Army Eastern 
Command

Infantry Division ~ 15,500 Link

27th Mountain Division
Army Eastern 
Command

Infantry Division ~ 15,500 Link

20th Mountain Division
Army Eastern 
Command

Infantry Division ~ 15,500 Link

5th Mountain Division
Army Eastern 
Command

Infantry Division ~ 15,500 Link

2nd Mountain Division
Army Eastern 
Command

Infantry Division ~ 15,500 Link

71st Mountain Division
Army Eastern 
Command

Infantry Division ~ 15,500 Link

21st Mountain Division
Army Eastern 
Command

Infantry Division ~ 15,500 Link

56th Mountain Division
Army Eastern 
Command

Infantry Division ~ 15,500 Link

57th Mountain Division
Army Eastern 
Command

Infantry Division ~ 15,500 Link

Brahmos Missile Regiment
Army Eastern 
Command

Brahmos Missile 
Regiment

~ 100 Brahmos 
Missiles

Link

Total Ground Forces: Army Eastern Command
~175,500  
including Brahmos missile regiment 

Total India Ground Forces:  
Army Northern, Central and Eastern Commands 

~ 225,000 including independent T-72 tank brigade and 
Brahmos missile regiment

Ground Forces: Comparison Table

China India

Total Ground Forces ~204,000–234,000 ~225,000 including independent 
T-72 tank brigade and Brahmos 
missile regiment
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Air Forces: China

Icon Name Parent 
Command

Force Numbers Location

109th Air Brigade
Western Theater 
Command

~ 16 x J-8F Fighters,  
~16 J-8H Fighters

Link

110th Air Brigade
Western Theater 
Command

~ 24 x JH-7A Fighters Link

111th Air Brigade
Western Theater 
Command

~ 16 x J-11A Fighters,  
~ 16 x J-11BS Fighters,  
~ 2 Su-27UBK Fighters

Link

112th Air Brigade
Western Theater 
Command

~ 32 x J-7IIM Fighters Link

16th Air Brigade
Western Theater 
Command

~ 16 J-11 Fighters,  
~ 16 x J-11BS Fighters,  
~ 3 Su-27UBK Fighters

Link

178th UAV Brigade
Western Theater 
Command 

~ 20 x GJ-1/WD-1K precision strike UAVs,  
12 x WD-1 ground attack and reconnaissance UAVs,  
12 x WD-1 precision strike UAVs,  
~ 8 EA-03 reconnaisance and EW UAVs

Link

Xigaze Airfield 
Western Theater 
Command

Used for forward detachments of J-10, J-11 fighters EA-03 
(UAV)s.

Link

Lhasa/Gonggar 
Airfield 

Western Theater 
Command

Used for forward detachments for J-10, J-11, Su-27UBK, 
Su-27SK fighters and BZK-05 UAVs 

Link

Lingzhi Airfield
Western Theater 
Command

N/A Link

Dangxiong Airfield 
Western Theater 
Command

N/A Link

Qamdo/Pangta/

Bangda Airfield

Western Theater 
Command

N/A Link

Nagqu Airfield
Western Theater 
Command

N/A Link

Ngari Gunsa Airfield
Western Theater 
Command

Used for forward detachments of J-11, Su-27UBK, Su-27SK Link

Hotan Airfield
Western Theater 
Command

Used for forward detachments of J-10 and J-11 fighters. Link

Total Air Forces

~ 157 fighters,  
~ 20 x GJ-1/WD-1K precision strike UAVs,  
12 x WD-1 ground attack and reconnaissance UAVs,  
12 x WD-1 precision strike UAVs, 
~ 8 EA-03 reconnaissance and electronic warfare 

4The Strategic Postures of China and India: A Visual Guide  |  Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs  |  March 2020

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=43.95111%2C87.07916999999998&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=43.46667%2C87.53138999999999&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=41.61526566449007%2C86.14179279563746&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=42.17921048517283%2C87.20142851078344&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=38.48111099999999%2C106.00916699999993&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=42.18083%2C87.18639000000007&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=29.346338000000003%2C89.30059499999993&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=29.298055555555553%2C90.91222222222223&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=29.30548650000001%2C94.33530810000002&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=30.485746599896487%2C91.07766314856804&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=30.548180897386978%2C97.11596461078352&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=31.442018722377167%2C91.98508140888202&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=32.096809161275154%2C80.07332659124006&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=37.04047774497823%2C79.86745715491475&z=15


Air Forces: India
Note: Bases labelled in black—e.g. —are those which have been assessed by analysts to be the most likely to contain specif-

ic aircraft squadrons that have been certified for nuclear strike missions by India’s Strategic Forces Command (SFC). These bases 

and squadrons are controlled by their parent Air Force Command and hold conventional assignments in peacetime. A nuclear 

strike order will entail certified aircraft being armed with nuclear weapons and flown by Air Force pilots.

Icon Name Parent 
Command

Force Numbers Location

Srinagar Air Force Station 
(AFS)

Western Air 
Command

~ 17 fighters 
#51 Sq. MiG-21 Bison

Link

Leh AFS
Western Air 
Command

~ 8 fighters 
#28 Sq. Detachment MiG-29/29UB

Link

Pathankot AFS
Western Air 
Command

~ 17 fighters 
#26 Sq. MiG-21

Link

Adampur AFS
Western Air 
Command

~ 34 fighters 
#47 Sq. &  #223 Sq. MiG-29

Link

Ambala AFS
Western Air 
Command

~ 34 nuclear-certified ground attack aircraft,  
~ 17 fighters 
#5 Sq. & #14 Sq. Jaguar IS,  
#3 Sq. MiG-21 Bison

Link

Daulet Beg Oldi Advanced 
Landing Ground (ALG)

Western Air 
Command

N/A Link

Thoise ALG
Western Air 
Command

N/A Link

Parma Valley ALG
Western Air 
Command

N/A Link

Nyoma ALG
Western Air 
Command

N/A Link

Fukche ALG
Western Air 
Command

N/A Link

Total Air Forces: Western Air Command
~ 75 fighters,  
~ 34 ground attack aircraft

Icon Name Parent 
Command

Force Numbers Location

Bareilly AFS
Central Air 
Command

~ 34 fighters

#8 Sq. Su-30MKI/MKI-3,  
#24 Sq. Su-30MKI-3

Link

Gwalior/

Maharajpur AFS

Central Air 
Command

~ 17 nuclear-certified (Mirage) fighters, ~9 
fighters

#1 Sq., #7 Sq., & #9 Sq. Mirage 2000H/TH. Half 
squadron (TACDE) of MiG-21Bisons,  
MiG-27MUs, & SU-30MKIs

Link

Gorakhpur AFS
Central Air 
Command

~ 34 nuclear-certified ground attack aircraft

#16 Sq. & #27 Sq. Jaguar IS
Link

Dharasu ALG
Central Air 
Command

N/A Link

Total Air Forces: Central Air Command
~ 94 fighters,  
~ 34 ground attack aircraft

Icon Name Parent 
Command

Force Numbers Location

Tezpur AFS
Eastern Air 
Command 

~ 34 fighters

#2 Sq. SU-30MKI/MKI3,  
#106 Sq. Su-30MKI-3

Link

Chabua AFS
Eastern Air 
Command 

~ 17 fighters 
#102 Sq. Su-30MKI-3

Link

Jalpaguiri/

Hashimara AFS

Eastern Air 
Command 

~ 34 fighters 
#22 Sq. & #222 Sq. MiG-27M

Link

Tuting ALG
Eastern Air 
Command 

N/A Link

Mechuka ALG
Eastern Air 
Command 

N/A Link

Along ALG
Eastern Air 
Command 

N/A Link

Tawang ALG (Helipad)
Eastern Air 
Command 

N/A Link

Dirang ALG
Eastern Air 
Command 

N/A Link

 Ziro ALG
Eastern Air 
Command 

N/A Link

Pasighat ALG
Eastern Air 
Command 

N/A Link

Walong ALG
Eastern Air 
Command 

N/A Link

Vijaynagar ALG
Eastern Air 
Command 

N/A Link

Total Air Forces: Eastern Air Command ~ 101 fighters

Total Air Forces
~ 270 fighters,  
~ 68 ground attack aircraft

Air Forces: Comparison Table

China India

Total Air Forces ~ 157 fighters

~ 20 x GJ-1/WD-1K precision strike UAVs

12 x WD-1 ground attack and 
reconnaissance UAVs

12 x WD-1 precision strike UAVs

~ 8 EA-03 reconnaissance 
and electronic warfare

~ 270 fighters

~ 68 ground attack aircraft
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https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=33.986624188739974%2C74.77805167728002&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=34.13583333333332%2C77.54583333333335&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=32.231129960477816%2C75.63643883599173&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=31.43333333333335%2C75.76083333333327&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=30.368611111111097%2C76.81500000000005&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=35.39639242410719%2C77.92813619222227&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=34.654047822494014%2C77.37831273584834&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=33.83857173218606%2C78.32423704900737&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=33.194706100000005%2C78.64318370000001&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=32.93594890608557%2C79.21103899952095&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=28.422500000000003%2C79.45000000000005&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=26.2938888888889%2C78.22777777777776&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=26.739722222222262%2C83.44972222222225&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=30.584061000000034%2C78.32230570000002&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=26.709999999999965%2C92.78416666666669&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=27.462222222222255%2C95.11777777777775&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=26.701944444444475%2C89.36805555555554&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=28.9897798%2C94.90027639999994&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=28.602219700000035%2C94.12611019999997&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=28.177358542427914%2C94.80501542453987&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=27.589084727766817%2C91.87816630805105&z=18
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=27.358808900000003%2C92.24009509999996&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=27.58952700266477%2C93.82939388360592&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=28.06723236387152%2C95.33518952275392&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=28.1279819791798%2C97.02085735263972&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=27.19349509999999%2C97.00361250000003&z=16


Nuclear Forces: China
Note: Not all Chinese nuclear bases have been allocated a circle indicating strike range, due to several bases having highly similar 

locations and ranges and a desire to maximize map clarity. In base clusters where this occurs, one base has been allocated the 

indicative range circle.

Chinese nuclear forces are operated by the Rocket Force Command, which executes nuclear strike orders made by the Central 

Military Commission. 

[LINK]  Full Strike Range Map—China

Icon Name Nuclear and Nuclear-Capable 
Missile Numbers

Location (URLs)

Chuxiong Brigade, 53rd Base ~ 12 x DF-21 (2,150km range) 
With Strike Range Filter

No Filter

Kunming Brigade,  
53rd Base

~ 12 x DF-21 (2,150 km range)
With Strike Range Filter

No Filter

Tianshui Brigade,  
53rd Base

~ 12 x DF-21 (2,150 km range)
With Strike Range Filter

No Filter

Beidao/Tawanli Brigade, 
56th Base

~ 12 x DF-31A (11,000 km range)
With Strike Range Filter

No Filter

Xining Brigade, 
56th Base

~ 12 x DF-21 (2,150 km range) / 

DF-31 (7,000 km range)

With Strike Range Filter

No Filter

(Unable to determine exact missile 
locations, so location of 56th Base 
HQ utilized)

Datong Brigade, 
56th Base

~ 12 x DF-21 (2,150 km range) 
With Strike Range Filter

No Filter

Liuqingkou Brigade,  
56th Base

~ 12 x DF-21 (2,150 km range)
With Strike Range Filter

No Filter

Delingha Brigade, 
56th Base

~ 12 x DF-21 (2,150 km range) /  DF-31 (7,000 km 
range). 

DF-21C (2,150km range) conventional missiles.

With Strike Range Filter

No Filter

Da Qaidam Brigade, 56th 
Base

DF-21C (2,150km range) conventional missiles. 

Unknown nuclear missile deployments. (Previously 
DF-4 Brigade, but only DF-4 Brigade still in 
operation is close to Lingbao in Henan Province).

With Strike Range Filter

No Filter

Mahai Brigade,  
56th Base

 Unknown 
With Strike Range Filter

No Filter

Korla Brigade,  
56th Base

~ 12 x DF-21 (2,150 km range) missiles. 

DF-21C (2,150km range) conventional missiles

With Strike Range Filter

No Filter

Total Nuclear and Nuclear-
Capable Forces

> 104 missiles that can strike all or elements of India, including:

~ 12 x DF-31A (11,000 km range),~ 6-12 DF-31 (7,000 km range) that can reach all Indian mainland 
targets.

~ 12 x DF-21 (2,150 km range) that can reach New Delhi.

The remaining missiles can target sections of India’s northeast and east coast.
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https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=1rG5_0AEU-BDssWEJllCqEKFMKtJzs1gl&ll=31.791006308133934%2C88.59375&z=3
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=1rG5_0AEU-BDssWEJllCqEKFMKtJzs1gl&ll=25.080779199999988%2C101.477623&z=8
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=25.07854092575224%2C101.48132189755006&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=1rG5_0AEU-BDssWEJllCqEKFMKtJzs1gl&ll=25.000060800000014%2C102.83100130000003&z=8
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=25.000060800000014%2C102.8309798423279&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=1rG5_0AEU-BDssWEJllCqEKFMKtJzs1gl&ll=23.73255490000003%2C102.87288669999998&z=8
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=23.732299539658307%2C102.8743672793762&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=1rG5_0AEU-BDssWEJllCqEKFMKtJzs1gl&ll=34.530177%2C105.91163640000002&z=8
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=34.530177%2C105.91163640000002&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=1rG5_0AEU-BDssWEJllCqEKFMKtJzs1gl&ll=36.59957739999999%2C101.78627010000002&z=8
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=36.60009420000002%2C101.78680650000001&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=1rG5_0AEU-BDssWEJllCqEKFMKtJzs1gl&ll=36.94961740000002%2C101.66593549999993&z=8
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=36.94961740000002%2C101.66593549999993&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=1rG5_0AEU-BDssWEJllCqEKFMKtJzs1gl&ll=38.19920370000003%2C100.23977279999997&z=8
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=38.19920370000003%2C100.23977279999997&z=16
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=1rG5_0AEU-BDssWEJllCqEKFMKtJzs1gl&ll=37.36726173363524%2C97.24024524890092&z=13
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=37.35843104299397%2C97.24529939141615&z=13
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=1rG5_0AEU-BDssWEJllCqEKFMKtJzs1gl&ll=37.85271208648409%2C95.35150097167025&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=37.85684323232491%2C95.35999421215581&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=1rG5_0AEU-BDssWEJllCqEKFMKtJzs1gl&ll=38.046739200000005%2C94.53014370000005&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=38.046739200000005%2C94.53014370000005&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=1rG5_0AEU-BDssWEJllCqEKFMKtJzs1gl&ll=41.69162960000002%2C86.17658619999997&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=14hB-wqVTUd1SZcqJMUSA05r42_m7brY0&ll=41.69162960000002%2C86.17658619999997&z=15


Nuclear Forces: India
Notes: India may possess more missiles than launchers for each missile type. India has also reportedly deployed a small number 

of 3,200 km range Agni-III missiles, but their locations and progress toward the targeted force strength are currently unknown. As 

the authors have information indicating the potential presence of a 2,000 km range Agni-II missile brigade near Nagaon in Assam 

in northeast India, the Agni-III missiles are estimated by the authors to be based in the same general area. As illustrated on the 

map, this location is optimal for Agni-III missiles to reach all significant mainland targets in China and Pakistan. Missile base loca-

tions represent general estimations, as opposed to exact locations.

Not all Indian nuclear bases have been allocated a circle indicating strike range, due to several bases (e.g. 1-4) being unable to 

reach Chinese targets, and some having highly similar locations and ranges in light of a desire to maximize map clarity. In base 

clusters featuring at least one base able to reach Chinese targets, one base has been allocated the indicative range circle.

While the Chinese nuclear forces and locations included in this analysis are only those assessed to be most geographically relevant 

to India targeting missions, the Indian nuclear forces and bases detailed here—with the exception of the nascent Arihant-class 

SSBN fleet being formed at Visakhapatnam and Rambilli—represent the entirety of India’s identifiable operational nuclear forces. 

The necessity to retain a significant proportion of these forces for Pakistan targeting missions provides analytical context to this 

data.

As with China, nuclear warheads are held at separate locations from delivery vehicles in peacetime. A nuclear strike order is issued 

by the Political Council of the Nuclear Command Authority (NCA), and executed through the NCA Executive Council and military 

Strategic Forces Command.    

[LINK]  Full Strike Range Map—India

Icon Name Nuclear and Nuclear-Certified 
Delivery Vehicles

Location

Ambala AFS

~ 17 nuclear-certified ground attack aircraft to 
carry gravity bombs,

#5 Sq. & #14 Sq. Jaguar IS

With Strike Range Filter

Gwalior/

Maharajpur AFS

~ 17 nuclear-certified fighters to carry gravity 
bombs,

#1 Sq., #7 Sq., & #9 Sq. Mirage 2000H/TH. 

With Strike Range Filter  
(Dark Blue Circle) 

Gorakhpur AFS

~ 17 nuclear-certified ground attack aircraft to 
carry gravity bombs,

#16 Sq. & #27 Sq. Jaguar IS

With Strike Range Filter

 444 Missile Group

 Brigade

(Possible General Brigade Sites)

~ 8 Prithvi-II (250 km range) missile 
launchers total

On Strike Range Map  
(No Strike Range Circle)

 444 Missile Group

 Brigade

On Strike Range Map  
(No Strike Range Circle)

 444 Missile Group

 Brigade

On Strike Range Map  
(No Strike Range Circle)

 444 Missile Group

 Brigade

On Strike Range Map  
(No Strike Range Circle)

 334 Missile Group, 3341 Brigade
~ 8 Agni-III (3,200 km range) missile launch-
ers,~ 8 Agni-II (2,000 km range) missile 
launchers

With Strike Range Filter (Green 
Circle)

 333 Missile Group, 3332 Brigade
~ 8 Prithvi-II (250 km range) missile 
launchers

On Strike Range Map  
(No Circle)

 332 Missile Group Brigade 
~ 8 Agni-II (2,000 km range) missile 
launchers

With Strike Range Filter 
(Purple Circle)

334 Missile Group, 3341 Brigade ~ 10 Agni-I (1,000km range) missile launchers
On Strike Range Map  
(No Circle)

333 Missile Group, 3331 and 3332 
Brigades.

334 Missile Group Brigade.

~ 16 Prithvi-II (250 km range) missile 
launchers

~ 10 Agni-I (1,000km range) missile launchers

On Strike Range Map  
(No Circle)

Total Estimated Nuclear 
and Nuclear-Certified 

Forces

~8 Agni-III launchers able to reach all Chinese mainland targets and  
~8 Agni-II launchers able to reach central Chinese targets (e.g. Xi’an, Chongqing).

~51 nuclear-certified aircraft with gravity bombs and 
~8 Agni-II launchers able to reach Tibet.

Nuclear Forces: Comparison Table

China India

Total Estimated 
Nuclear, Nuclear-
Capable and 
Nuclear-Certified 
Forces

> 104 missiles that can strike all or elements of 
India.

~ 12 x DF-31A (11,000 km range), 
~ 6-12 DF-31 (7,000 km range) that can reach all 
Indian mainland targets.

~ 12 x DF-21 (2,150 km range) that can reach New 
Delhi.

The remaining missiles can target sections of 
India’s northeast and east coast.

~10 Agni-III launchers able to reach all Chinese 
mainland targets, and ~8 Agni-II launchers able 
to reach central Chinese targets (e.g. Xi’an, 
Chongqing).

~ 51 nuclear-certified aircraft with gravity bombs 
and ~8 Agni-II launchers able to reach Tibet.
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https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=30.567530020989%2C92.50422194999999&z=3
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=30.368611111111097%2C76.81500000000005&z=8
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=25.977255760497922%2C80.30488287873317&z=5
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=25.977255760497922%2C80.30488287873317&z=5
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=28.400533308655614%2C93.97187506623317&z=5
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=31.041490125063778%2C76.6807616052887&z=7
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=31.041490125063778%2C76.6807616052887&z=7
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=28.537056869795368%2C73.73316405528863&z=7
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=28.537056869795368%2C73.73316405528863&z=7
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=26.811230847471784%2C73.61488934122627&z=7
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=26.811230847471784%2C73.61488934122627&z=7
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=26.793150892718497%2C74.88715766622613&z=7
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=26.793150892718497%2C74.88715766622613&z=7
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=29.600588318508734%2C101.30675556058043&z=4
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=29.600588318508734%2C101.30675556058043&z=4
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=23.123656370867156%2C78.54698896430364&z=6
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=23.123656370867156%2C78.54698896430364&z=6
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=20.12181886613987%2C89.24752231995546&z=4
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=20.12181886613987%2C89.24752231995546&z=4
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=19.829593395009034%2C74.98662472524109&z=6
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=19.829593395009034%2C74.98662472524109&z=6
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=17.945315416808462%2C81.40405968461607&z=6
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1WS2lIkRLPvdVNmIDgsxXXFbxB87Fnn1R&ll=17.945315416808462%2C81.40405968461607&z=6

