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As we approach the turn of the decade, 
I’m more convinced than ever that the 
most potent levers of change to the 
security and prosperity of our world are 
science and technology. That’s why the 
Belfer Center is committed to advancing 
policy-relevant knowledge and training 
the next generation of leaders in this 
arena. On both these elements of our core 
mission, our faculty, fellows, students, 
and staff are confronting, adapting to, and 
setting in motion new waves of change.

The past year has challenged age-old 
assumptions about foreign policy, 
triggering debates about America’s place 
in the world. Increasingly competitive 
relationships with traditional European 
allies and more aggressive actions from 
China and Russia have led to a reeval-
uation of U.S. global priorities. After 
nearly two decades of war in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, the United States is resetting 
its strategic posture in the greater Middle 

East. Through its research, exercises, 
convenings, and Track II diplomatic en-
gagements, the Center has spent much of 
the past year developing policy analyses 
to better understand and positively shape 
these monumental shifts.

There is another global paradigm shift 
occurring in the emerging technology 
space. In 2019, the so-called “techlash” 
increasingly challenged the perception 
that technology is apolitical and stirred 
public skepticism about the intentions of 
leading innovators. As society struggles 
to reconcile its gadgets with its values, 
policymakers and experts are working 
to craft boundaries through laws and 
norms. In this area, as in cybersecurity, 
climate, and a host of other sectors 
where science and technology intersect 
with public policy, the Belfer Center is 
working to bring about thoughtful out-
comes through deliberate and inclusive 
expertise. In an encouraging sign of our 

utility, the Center was named in 2019 
(and for the sixth year in a row) the No. 
1 university-linked think tank in the 
world by the University of Pennsylvania’s 
annual Go To Think Tank Index.

Expanding Horizons 

The global challenges we face evolve 
rapidly. So does our research portfolio. 
The Belfer Center has launched or 
reinvigorated several projects over the 
past year to better align our work with 
the needs of the policy community. 

At the intersection of great power 
competition and emerging technology, 
the new China Cyber Policy Initiative 
led by Julia Voo is assessing digital 
sources of military and economic 
power that Beijing wields. Voo’s team is 
developing a unique cyber power index 
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to better measure the cyber capabilities 
of nation states and has run important 
Track II dialogues with senior Chinese 
cyber officials. 

The renewed Economic Diplomacy 
Initiative (EDI) led by Executive 
Director Aditi Kumar examines the 
impacts of emerging economic tools and 
capabilities on national security. Kumar 
organized a major crisis simulation 
exercise in the JFK Jr. Forum this fall, 
convening fintech experts and former 
Cabinet officials to explore the national 
security implications of a new sovereign 
digital currency. The simulation attract-
ed major notice among policymakers 
and journalists, including coverage in 
The Wall Street Journal.

Belfer Senior Lecturer in International 
Security Juliette Kayyem, who already 
directs our Homeland Security Project, 
launched the Security and Global Health 
Project this year. Drawing on expertise 
from Harvard Kennedy School and 
Harvard Medical School, the Project 
will examine critical issues at the nexus 
of health and security, including health 
intelligence, bioterrorism, pandemics, 
armed conflict, climate-related disasters, 
and mass migration. 

The Center’s existing projects, meanwhile, 
also enlarged their work in 2019. Let me 
give just two examples. First, Internation-
al Security, “IS: Off the Page.” Featuring 
in-depth conversations with the authors 
of recent journal articles, the podcast 

helps America’s leading peer review quar-
terly journal of security affairs transcend 
its academic roots and broaden into the 
heart of contemporary policy debate. Sec-
ond, the Technology and Public Purpose 
Project (TAPP), led by Laura Manley, 
has responded to requests from members 
of Congress and other policymakers by 
publishing a series of factsheets about 
emerging technologies. These factsheets 
are definitive primers on consequential 
innovations, including solar geoengineer-
ing, machine learning, genome editing, 
and the Internet of Things. Each factsheet 
helps policymakers not only grasp the 
“what” of the technology but also grapple 
with its “why”—with a focus on privacy, 
safety and security, transparency and 
accountability, and inclusion. 

Outside the 
Classroom and 
around the World

Students play a prominent role in 
advancing our mission. In April, TAPP 
enlisted students and staff to organize 
a training session for congressional 
members and their staff on Big Tech 
competition, regulation, and anti-trust 
enforcement. Students working on EDI 
helped design the digital currency crisis 
and played Chiefs of Staff to Cabinet offi-
cials in the simulation. And in prepara-
tion for the 2020 primary campaign, the 
Defending Digital Democracy Project 
led by new director Maria Barsallo 
Lynch sent students to engage state and 
local officials on election management 

practices in key battleground states. 
We’re grateful for the outstanding con-
tributions students make to our work, 
and we are committed to teaching 
and mentoring this next generation of 
policy professionals far beyond the four 
walls of a classroom.

Our research teams also took to the 
field. The Harvard Project on Climate 
Agreements  participated in the 25th 
Conference of the Parties (COP) of the 
UNFCCC in Madrid, Spain in December 
2019, while the Project on Managing the 
Atom travelled to Moscow and Rome to 
meet with high-level Russian officials to 
explore ways to revive arms control. 

Unmatched 
Convening Power 

Recruiting and retaining top talent was 
one of my highest priorities as Secretary of 
Defense. It’s also one of my most import-
ant responsibilities today as Director of 
the Belfer Center. I was so pleased that 
we were able to enlist three of America’s 
finest military officers to join the Center as 
Senior Fellows in 2019 after their dedicated 
(and highly decorated) service to the Unit-
ed States Armed Forces. General Joseph 
Dunford, General Vincent Brooks, and 
General Joseph Votel all enthusiastically 
signed on to help mentor our students 
and contribute their insights to our work 
on national security. Their new phase 
of service continues a long tradition at 
the Center of integrating the wisdom 
and expertise of public service leaders. 

The Center welcomed cyber-related 
project directors Maria Barsallo Lynch, 
Lauren Zabierek, and Julia Voo to 
respectively head the Defending Digital 
Democracy Project, the Cyber Project, 
and the China Cyber Policy Initiative. 
We appointed Paul Kolbe, a former CIA 
station chief, as our new Intelligence 
Project Director. Lastly, Morgan Kaplan 
joined the Belfer Center as Executive 
Editor of International Security. 

We were proud to convene an extraor-
dinary set of speakers in 2019. Through 
Director’s Lunches, Board Meetings, 
Forums, and other events, we hosted the 
26th Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis; 
former Secretary of State Rex Tillerson; 
former National Security Advisor Susan 
Rice; former Directors of National Intelli-
gence Dan Coats and Jim Clapper; former

U.S. Senators Claire McCaskill, Heidi 
Heitkamp, and Bob Corker; U.S. Special 
Representative for North Korea Stephen 
Biegun; former President of Liberia Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf; former Prime Minister of 
Australia Kevin Rudd; former House 
Intelligence Committee Chairman Mike 
Rogers; Recode Editor-in-Chief Kara 
Swisher; Gen. (Ret.) Lori Robinson; 
former Treasury Secretary Hank Paulson; 
former Vice President Al Gore; former 
South African member of Parliament 
Lindiwe Mazibuko; technologists Eric 
Schmidt, Kai-Fu Lee, and Katie Rae; and 
CNN journalist Brooke Baldwin. 

DIRECTOR’S FOREWORDDIRECTOR’S FOREWORD DIRECTOR’S FOREWORDDIRECTOR’S FOREWORD

May 1, 2019:  Robert belfer discusses student research as part of the Economic Diplomacy Initiative.

September 17, 2019: Former Secretary of State Rex Tillerson is interviewed by Professors Nicholas 
burns, Robert Mnookin, and James Sebenius as part of the american Secretaries of State Project.
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Making Marks
Our community continued to publish 
prolifically for academic and policy 
audiences, as well as the general public. 
Center scholars published 26 books or 
book chapters, including three memoirs: 
Samantha Power’s The Education of an 
Idealist, Susan Rice’s Tough Love: My 
Story of the Things Worth Fighting For, 
and my own book, Inside the Five-Sided 
Box. Each reflected on our respective 
careers in government leadership and 
the institutions we served. Other major 
titles included Daniel Poneman’s Double 
Jeopardy: Combating Nuclear Terror and 
Climate Change and Erica Chenoweth’s 
Civil Action and the Dynamics of Violence.

As a whole, the Center also published 
over 50 research reports. To highlight a 
few, Ambassadors Nicholas Burns and 
Douglas Lute co-authored “NATO at 
Seventy: An Alliance in Crisis,” which 
they presented at the 2019 Security 

Conference in Munich, Germany. Laura 
Manley testified before the House Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology 
on the findings of her report, “Building a 
21st Century Congress: Improving Con-
gress’s Science and Technology Expertise.” 
Henry Lee and Qinyu Qiao analyzed a 
growing issue of importance to China’s 
climate policies in their report, “The Role 
of Electric Vehicles in Decarbonizing 
China’s Transportation Sector.” Marcus 
Comiter greatly advanced the field of 
AI studies with his report, “Attacking 
Artificial Intelligence.” 

With each year, the Belfer Center adds 
to its remarkable history of exemplary 
scholarship. Our faculty, fellows, students, 
and staff are constantly pushing the 
frontiers of knowledge to shape policy for 
a safer and more prosperous world. Eric 
and I are grateful to advance these noble 
goals with you all, and we look forward to 
an exciting year in 2020.

Ash Carter

DIRECTOR’S FOREWORD

On the Big Screen 
October 17, 2019: Nina Fialkow, Executive Producer of 

the documentary film “The Great Hack,” introduces her 
work ahead of a screening at the Belfer Center.
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Timely Impact
February 26, 2019: Authors Nicholas Burns and Douglas Lute, both former 

U.S. Permanent Representatives to NATO, present on their landmark 
report, NATO at Seventy: An Alliance in Crisis, at a Belfer Center event.
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Center-Wide Activities
Policy discussions

The Belfer Center is dedicated to engaging 
members of Harvard Kennedy School and 
the greater Boston academic community 
with programming on topics ranging 
from innovations in technology, energy, 
cybersecurity, defense, diplomacy, and the 
environment. Throughout the year, the 
Center organizes and supports programs 
that are open to students, faculty, fellows, 
and staff.

During the academic year, the Center 
hosts weekly Belfer Board Lunches, where 
affiliated faculty and Board Members 
discuss cutting-edge research and develop-
ments in the field of science and interna-
tional affairs. Over the past year, speakers 
included Kara Swisher on “Decoding 
Big Tech,” Feng Zhang on “CRISPR,” 
Bob Corker on “Reflections on a Life of 
Leadership,” Anand Giridharadas on his 
book Winners Take All, and Jill Lepore on 
“How Data Killed Facts.” These meetings 
aim to engage and challenge members 
of the Board, as well as invited students, 
fellows, and staff by presenting new topics 
and perspectives that inform the research 
of the Center.

In parallel with these Board meetings, 
we host Director’s Seminars examining 
a timely policy event with government 
officials, academics, and technologists. 
These events are often co-sponsored 
with research areas at the Center and/
or student organizations. Over the past 

year, Director’s Seminars have featured 
Dmitri Alperovitch on cyber influence 
and next-generation endpoint security and 
incident response, Sue Gordon discussing 
challenges in the intelligence community 
and navigating her career, Ambassador 
Rich Verma on “Natural Allies Absent the 
Alliance: Updates on U.S.-India Relations 
and Developments in the Region;” and 
General Vincent Brooks discussing policy 
responses to peace and denuclearization in 
North Korea peninsula.

During spring of 2019, we launched a new 
speaker series that focused on the research 
of the Center’s pre/post doc fellows to 
engage and showcase this cohort. The 
Belfer Policy Chats series convenes 
fellows from different research areas to 
examine an issue from multiple angles. 

Past discussions have brought together 
National Security and Intelligence Project 
Fellows on applied leadership; digitalHKS 
and the Cyber Project Fellows on human 
rights and the Internet; and International 
Security Program and Managing the Atom 
Fellows on nuclear weapons. 

Senior Fellows

The Directors added three new centerwide 
Senior Fellows to its roster: Generals Vin-
cent Brooks, Joseph Dunford, and Joseph 
Votel. We have also added several resident 
Senior Fellows from other research areas 
at the Center including Adnan Amin with 
the Geopolitics of Energy Project; Fran 
Ulmer and Joel Clement with the Arctic 

Initiative; and Nicola De Blasio with the 
Environment and Natural Resources 
Program/Science, Technology, and Public 
Policy Program. The majority of our Se-
nior Fellows are non-resident and visit the 
Center several times a year to participate 
in various activities, such as Belfer Board 
Lunches, Director’s Seminars, student and 
fellows sessions, and office hours. With the 
help of select HKS students, many of them 
work on research projects during their 
time at the Center.

Belfer IGA Fellows

The Belfer International and Global 
Affairs Student Fellowship Program helps 
prepare a select cohort of high-achieving 
HKS students for leadership positions 
in the global affairs arena. Each year, the 
fellowship awards tuition support to 10 
incoming policy students who demonstrate 
a commitment to pursuing public service 
in fields related of science and international 
affairs. IGA Fellows work directly with a 
faculty mentor and research teams on the 
center’s policy research.

In addition to their research, IGA Fellows 
participate in workshops and discussions 
with faculty, alumni, and practitioners. 
These sessions have included guests such 
as Ash Carter on lessons learned at the 
Department of Defense and the impor-
tance of civil service; Samantha Power 
on her career path from journalism to 
National Security Advisor and then UN 
Ambassador; and David Sanger on the role 
of journalism during the Trump presiden-
cy and his career at The New York Times. 

Student support

Mentoring the leaders of tomorrow is a core 
pillar of the Center’s mission. In addition to 
IGA Fellows, the Center provides students 
the opportunity to serve as research assis-
tants to Senior Fellows and research teams. 
The Center also provides funding support 
for research and travel grants to support 
MPP students working on their capstone 
Policy Analysis Exercise (PAE). During the 
fall of 2019, the Center funded 18 PAEs, 
giving 29 students the opportunity to travel 
and collect information to aid in developing 
a series of policy recommendations to solve 
a strategic management or policy problems. 
To give just three examples, students are ad-
dressing 1) China’s strategic interest in the 
Arctic and implications for the U.S., with a 
field study in Norway; 2) the UN Climate 
Change Organization and the implications 
for actionable research to address natural 
disaster preparedness in Nepal; and 3) the 
British government’s efforts to improve na-
tional security and foreign policy using AI 
and machine learning, with field research in 
San Francisco and London. 

In addition to individual student support, 
the Center consistently funds conferences 
including the Women in Power Confer-
ence and the Black Policy Conference, 
as well as student organizations such as 
Women in Diplomacy, Defense and De-
velopment (W3D) and the Armed Forces 
Committee (AFC). Recently, W3D hosted 
a lunch with Naomi Miyashita from the 
UN on emerging strategic and operational 
challenges of sustaining peace, and AFC 
organized a “For the Common Defense” 
series on challenges in command control 
and leadership.  

CENTER-WIDE bRIEFCENTER-WIDE bRIEF

October 2, 2019: The 2019-2020 belfer IGa Student Fellows pose with Center Director 
ash Carter, Co-Director Eric Rosenbach, and Executive Director aditi Kumar.
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Lessons in Leadership
april 18, 2019: Her Excellency Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, former President 

of Liberia, speaks on “Women’s Solidarity and Africa’s Future” 
at a Belfer Center event moderated by Professor Zoe Marks.
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Publications & Communications
A Center committed to creating real-world 
public impact requires strong relationships 
with the world’s top media organizations. 
Indeed, much of our research reaches 
the public through broadcast and print 
interviews, and the pieces of commentary we 
place. The Center had a strong year sharing 
insights via op-eds this year. Leading websites 
and newspapers published 519 pieces of 
commentary and analysis from our scholars 
between January 1 and November 20, 2019. 
In particular, we published 89 op-eds over 
this period in the nation’s most-competitive 
outlets: The New York Times, The Wall Street 
Journal, and The Washington Post. Center 
scholars also hosted 296 events during this 
stretch, published 43 reports and papers, and 
testified before Congress nine times.

With over 230,000 page views a month, 
BelferCenter.org is a leading source of 
relevant research for policymakers, govern-
ment officials, academics, students, and the 
media. Some of the most-read reports from 
the past year include “NATO at Seventy: 
An Alliance in Crisis”; “Profile of a Prince: 
Promise and Peril in Mohammed Bin 
Salman’s Vision 2030”; and “Revitalizing 
Nuclear Security in an Age of Uncertainty.”

The Center’s presence on social media 
continued to grow at a healthy clip. Our 
Twitter followers increased nine percent to 
25,100, while our Facebook likes grew 12 
percent to 14,023. Lifetime views on YouTube 
reached 2,051,195, a yearly gain of 38 percent. 
Meanwhile, the Center’s LinkedIn profile 

has attracted over 4,400 followers. We also 
launched a new Instagram account this year to 
showcase the Center’s diverse array of events.

We expanded and deepened relationships 
between journalists and our project directors 
and experts with briefings at Harvard 
Kennedy School and in Washington, D.C. 
At the Belfer Center, visiting reporters and 
op-ed editors met with Center experts to 
discuss mutual interest areas. In Washington, 
the communications team organized a 
breakfast briefing that gave major cyber 
journalists an opportunity to meet with 
directors of the Center’s three cyber projects. 

Allison, Graham.“Could the United States and China 
Be Rivalry Partners?.” The National Interest, July 7, 
2019.

Bunn, Matthew, Nickolas 
Roth, and William H. 
Tobey. “Revitalizing 
Nuclear Security in an 
Era of Uncertainty.” 
Report, Belfer Center, 
January 2019.

Burns, Nicholas and Douglas Lute. “NATO at Seventy: An 
Alliance in Crisis.” Report, Belfer Center, February 2019. 
 

Carter, Ash. Inside the Five-
Sided Box: Lessons from a 
Lifetime of Leadership in 
the Pentagon. New York, 
NY: Penguin Press, 2019.

Chenoweth, Erica, Deborah Avant, Marie 
Berry, Rachel Epstein, Cullen Hendrix, Oliver 
Kaplan, and Timothy Sisk, editors. Civil Action 
and the Dynamics of Violence. New York, NY: 
Oxford University Press, September 2019.

Clement, Joel. “Scientific Integrity in Federal 
Agencies,” Testimony Before the House Committee 
on Science, Space and Technology.” July 17, 2019.

Comiter, Marcus. 
“Attacking Artificial 
Intelligence: AI’s 
Security Vulnerability 
and What Policymakers 
Can Do About It.” 
Paper, Belfer Center, 
August 2019.

 

Crowley, Bo Julie, Casey Corcoran, and 
Raina Davis. “Disinformation Threat Watch.” 
Paper, Belfer Center, May 2019.

Dobriansky, Paula and Paul J. Saunders. 
“Why Ukrainian democracy matters.” The 
Hill, November 15, 2019.

Findlay, Trevor. “The IAEA’s Role in Nuclear 
Security Since 2016.” Discussion Paper, 
Belfer Center, February 2019.

Frankel, Jeffrey. “How a Weaponized Dollar Could 
Backfire.” Project Syndicate, October 28, 2019.

Holdren, John P. “Rapid Climate Change in the Arctic: 
Why Everybody Should Care.” Presentation, June 6, 
2019. (presented at Tsinghua University, Beijing).

House, Karen. “Profile 
of a Prince: Promise 
and Peril in Mohammed 
bin Salman’s Vision 
2030.” Paper, Belfer 
Center, April 2019.

Kaiser, Karl. “Still 
on the Move: The 
World’s Migration and Refugee Challenge in 
2019.” METRO U.N., November 13, 2019.

Kaplan, Morgan L. “Trump’s Syria Announcement is 
a Change of Speed — Not a Change of Direction.” 
The Washington Post, October 9, 2019.

Kayyem, Juliette. “Fighting the Opioid Epidemic: 
Congress Can’t Just Pass Laws, but Must Also 
Push to Enforce Them.” The Hill, July 16, 2019.

Kumar, Aditi and Eric Rosenbach. “To Win the AI 
Race, Open America’s Doors.” The Hill, April 24, 2019.

Lee, Henry and Qinyu 
Qiao. “The Role of 
Electric Vehicles in 
Decarbonizing China’s 
Transportation Sector.” 
Paper, Environment 
and Natural Resources 
Program, Belfer 
Center, April 2019.

Logadóttir, Halla and Katie Segal. “Trash 
Bin at the Top of the World: Can We 
Prevent Arctic Plastic Pollution?” World 
Economic Forum, September 27, 2019.

Malin, Martin. “How to Defuse Gulf Tensions and 
Avoid War with Iran.” The Hill, June 24, 2019.

Manley, Laura, Mike Miesen, Maeve Campbell, Chris 
Kuang, and Emily Roseman. “Building a 21st Century 
Congress: Improving Congress’s Science and 
Technology Expertise.” Paper, Belfer Center, 
September 2019.

Marks, Zoe, Erica 
Chenoweth and Jide 
Okeke.“People Power Is 
Rising in Africa.” Foreign 
Affairs, April 25, 2019. 

Miller, Steven E., Aaron Arnold, Matthew Bunn, 
Caitlin Chase, Rolf Mowatt-Larssen, and William H. 
Tobey, “The Iran Nuclear Archive: Impressions and 
Implications”  Paper, Belfer Center, April 2019.

Moch, Jonathan M. “Environmental Implications 
and Policy Challenges for Bringing Long-Haul 
Electric Trucks into China: The Case of the 
Tesla Semi.” Paper, Environment and Natural 
Resources Program, Belfer Center, July 2019.
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The following pages of publication listings provide a 
glimpse of the extraordinary range and influence of 
the Center’s scholars.
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SELECTED PUbLICaTIONS 

Narayanamurti, Venkatesh “Venky,” Joern 
Hoppmann, Laura Diaz Anadon. “Why Matter Matters: 
How Technology Characteristics Shape the Strategic 
Framing of Technologies.” Research Policy, vol. 49. 
no. 1. (February 2020).

Nye, Joseph. “Protecting 
Democracy in an Era 
of Cyber Information 
War.” Paper, Belfer 
Center, February 2019.
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Project 
Updates

The arctic Initiative strives to 

increase understanding and improve 

policies to respond to what is 

happening in the changing Arctic 

region by initiating new research; 

by convening policymakers, 

scientists, and politicians; and by 

developing a new generation of 

public and private officials with a 

much greater knowledge of the 

factors that are affecting the Arctic 

ecosystems and their implications 

for the environmental, social, and 

economic systems around the globe.

Co-Director:  
John P. Holdren

Co-Director:  
Henry Lee

Co-Director:  
Halla Hrund Logadóttir

Associate  Director:  
amanda Sardonis

Project Coordinator:  
brittany Janis

Administrative Coordinator:  
Karin Vander Schaaf

The Arctic Initiative—a joint venture of the 
Environment and Natural Resources Program 
(ENRP) and the Science, Technology, and 
Public Policy Program (STPP)—had a year full 
of growth and new collaborations. 

In January, the Arctic Initiative and Iceland’s 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs signed an agree-
ment to promote collaboration between the two 
parties as Iceland began its chairmanship of the 
Arctic Council, which extends to 2021. 

In support of this collaboration, the Arctic 
Initiative continued its work with the Wilson 
Center’s Polar Institute, publishing A Strategic 
Plan for the Arctic Council: Recommendations 
for Moving Forward, written by Arctic Initiative 
Senior Fellow Fran Ulmer and Ambassador 
David Balton. Mike Sfraga, Director of the 
Polar Institute, said of the report; “Balton and 
Ulmer lay out practical and actionable recom-
mendations that I am confident will positively 
inform the Council’s work going forward and 
by doing so, also provide a clearer picture of our 
new, global Arctic.” This paper was presented at 
the annual Arctic Circle Assembly in Reykjavik, 
Iceland, and has launched further conversations 
about how the Arctic Council should evolve as 
the region gains global attention. 

Plastic debris in the Arctic is another focus for 
Iceland during its Chairmanship. In October, 
the Arctic Initiative and the Polar Institute 
co-hosted a workshop with the Icelandic Chair-
manship entitled Policy and Action on Plastic in 
the Arctic Ocean. The event convened industry 
thought leaders, diverse stakeholders, and 
subject matter experts to develop a framework 
to tackle Arctic plastic pollution. Discussions 
from the October workshop will shape the 
policy day at the Symposium on Plastics in the 

Arctic and Sub-Arctic Region organized by the 
Icelandic Chairmanship in April 2020.

The Arctic Initiative also began a collaboration 
with Woods Hole Research Center (WHRC), 
and launched the Arctic Carbon Monitoring and 
Prediction System, to better understand how 
permafrost regions are changing and how that 
impacts climate projections. WHRC is leading 
the scientific aspects of the work, while the 
Arctic Initiative’s John Holdren oversees the 
policy components, ensuring the latest scien-
tific understanding of what’s happening in the 
Arctic influences climate policy globally. 

The Arctic Initiative continued its student 
engagement with events on campus, including 
an Arctic Resilience and Transformation 
Study Group, led by Arctic Initiative Senior 
Fellow Joel Clement and its Arctic Innovators 
Program, which sent four Harvard students 
to pitch their solutions for challenges facing 
the Arctic at the “Arctic Innovation Lab” at the 
Arctic Circle Assembly. 

The Arctic Initiative looks forward to an 
exciting year ahead as students in the Initiative’s 
affiliated course, Policy & Social Innovation 
in the Arctic, taught by Halla Logadottir, will 
travel to Greenland for a field study in Arctic 
policy. This collaboration with the Greenlandic 
government was showcased during a Fall 
seminar from Greenland’s Minister of Educa-
tion, Culture, Church and Foreign Affairs Ane 
Lone Bagger, who spoke about how Greenland 
is responding to the shifting dynamics in the 
Arctic as climate change transforms the country 
and the waters surrounding it, opening up the 
region to the outside world.

arctic Initiative
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The avoiding Great Power War 

Project is an interdisciplinary effort 

to investigate, analyze, and produce 

policy-relevant research on great 

power relations. The Project builds 

upon a basic premise: that the 

historical record of great power 

conflict can serve as an aid to 

understanding the dynamics between 

today’s great powers, namely the 

United States, China, and Russia.

Director:  
Graham allison

Research Associate:
Jesse Caemmerer

Executive Assistant:
Simone O’Hanlon

Faculty Assistant:
Henry Kaempf

Research Assistants:
Charlotte Fitzek

Christopher Li
Joshua Tupler

Justin Winokur
Yashar Parsie

The Center advanced the Avoiding Great Power 
War Project under the direction of Graham 
Allison with the aim of reducing U.S.-China 
and U.S.-Russia tensions.

China: This research addresses political, 
economic, and military challenges the U.S. and 
China face as they grapple with “Thucydides’s 
Trap”—the dangerous dynamic that occurs when 
a rising power threatens to displace a ruling 
power. Growing tensions have increased interest 
in Allison’s book—Destined for War: Can America 
and China Escape Thucydides’s Trap?—leading 
to its translation into numerous languages and 
recent publication in mainland China and Taiwan.

Allison launched a major effort to explore 
policy options for escaping Thucydides’s Trap by 
creating the Harvard Working Group on Man-
aging the U.S.-China Rivalry, led by Allison and 
Ezra Vogel, and including Larry Summers, Joe 
Nye, Dwight Perkins, and others. A collaboration 
between Harvard’s Belfer Center and Fairbank 
Center, this project will produce a comprehensive 
diagnosis of, and prescriptions for, managing the 
U.S.’s long-term rivalry with China.

The Belfer Center’s China Working Group—
chaired by Allison and Larry Summers—
continued meeting regularly with high-level 
visitors including Kevin Rudd, Barbara 
Woodward, Kurt Campbell, and Jake Sullivan. 

Russia: Allison continued research on man-
aging the difficult U.S.-Russia relationship 
by hosting a roundtable with George Beebe, 
former director of the CIA’s Russia analysis 
section; participating in panel discussions on 
U.S. Russia policy at the Council on Foreign 
Relations and the Center for the National 
Interest; and publishing a groundbreaking The 
Wall Street Journal article on the consequences 

of the China-Russia entente for the U.S. and its 
allies. 

The Belfer team also interacted regularly with 
Russian officials to advance arms control and 
preserve U.S.-Russian cooperation through 
the Elbe Group and other initiatives. Kevin 
Ryan, Paul Kolbe, and Rolf Mowatt-Larssen 
participated in the Elbe Group’s October 2019 
meeting, at which they discussed strategic 
stability, cyber competition, and other key 
bilateral issues. 

Applied History: Founded in 2016 by Allison 
and Niall Ferguson, the Applied History Project 
aims to address the “history deficit” in policy-
making. The Project takes a “big tent” approach 
to vitalizing Applied History in the academy 
and promoting its use in government, business, 
and other sectors.

The Project hosted the 2019 Applied History 
Network Meeting in collaboration with Stanford’s 
Hoover Institution and the Axel and Margaret 
Ax:son Johnson Foundation. The meeting gathered 
70 historians, political scientists, economists, and 
policymakers from over 25 major U.S. and European 
institutions to examine international issues through 
the lens of Applied History. The Project also hosted 
11 Applied History Working Group meetings and 
two events for over 300 members of the public. 
Guests included General James Mattis, Philip Zeli-
kow, and Robert Zoellick. Additionally, the Project 
continued supporting the Ernest May Fellows in 
History and Policy and welcomed Wess Mitchell, 
former Assistant Secretary of State for European and 
Eurasian Affairs, as a non-resident fellow.

The Project’s priorities for next year include 
expanding the Applied History Working Group 
and developing a “workbook” of cases that 
analyze how history can inform policy. 

avoiding Great Power War

The China Cyber Policy Initiative 

conducts interdisciplinary 

investigations into China’s 

cyberspace-related activities 

and assesses its effect on global 

and regional geopolitics.

Director:  
Eric Rosenbach

Research Director:  
Julia Voo

Project Coordinator:
Maya Nandakumar

China’s capabilities and intentions in cyber 
space are rapidly evolving and will present a 
significant challenge to the liberal democratic 
alliance. The China Cyber Policy Initiative 
(CCPI) was established this year to study the 
intersection between China policy and cyber 
policy scholarship. CCPI will also build a 
platform for dialogue with key representatives 
from the Chinese government, military, and 
private sector. 

To manage this new initiative, CCPI welcomed 
its inaugural Research Director, Julia Voo. A 
2019 HKS Mid-Career graduate, Voo worked 
at the European Union, Carnegie-Tsinghua 
Center, and the British Embassy in Beijing. 
Her areas of expertise include China’s digital 
silk road, cyber diplomacy, industrial policy, 
and the development of international technical 
standards for strategic technologies. 

A major CCPI effort is a two-year Track II 
Dialogue with the China Institute for International 
Strategic Studies (CIISS), a Chinese think-tank 
affiliated with the People’s Liberation Army. Led by 
Eric Rosenbach and Julia Voo, the Track II creates 
channels for communication between the world’s 
largest cyberpowers. By finding areas for collabo-
ration, CCPI hopes to control the escalating risk 
of cyber confrontation. CCPI has assembled an 
influential roster, including representatives from 
China’s Alibaba, Tencent, and Baidu, along with 
U.S. firms Jigsaw and Recorded Future. 

CCPI has used novel methods to encourage 
dialogue. In April 2019, representatives from 
CIISS led by Major General (ret.) Hao Yeli 
traveled to Harvard to participate in the second 
working group for the Track II. Breaking new 
ground in U.S.-China Cyber Track II discus-
sions, students and fellows at HKS developed 
and ran a joint cyber simulation. This hypo-

thetical cyber scenario helped both teams 
grasp what their respective governments and 
companies might do in the face of a third-party 
cyberattack on critical infrastructure. Robust 
conversations from three meetings so far are 
building the foundation to enable further 
collaboration between the U.S. and China. 

CCPI also published two policy papers this year. 
Rosenbach and Shu-Min Chong, an MPP ’20 
candidate at HKS, wrote a response to Major 
General (ret.) Hao Yeli’s Three Perspective Theory 
on Cyber Sovereignty. Their paper explores 
China’s understanding of cyberspace. Voo also 
published a paper urging the U.S. government to 
pass the BUILD Act to balance China’s growing 
telecommunications influence. In the spirit of 
open and constructive communication, the 
working group has created sub-groups of the 
American and Chinese delegations to debate key 
policy topics such as the proliferation of mal-
ware, the digital silk road, disinformation, and 
supply chain security. In doing so, CCPI aims 
to better understand points of conflict but also 
potential areas for collaboration. Findings will be 
published mid-2020. 

As part of CCPI’s commitment to real-world 
impact, Rosenbach testified before the U.S. Senate 
on “China: Challenges for U.S. Commerce.” 
Rosenbach underscored the absence of, and need 
for, a U.S. strategy for the Information Age to 
protect American data, promote the competitive-
ness of U.S. based firms, and secure information 
and technology infrastructure assets. 

CCPI’s research and reach will continue to 
grow in 2020 as we launch a China Cyber 
Policy Fellowship and release new tools for 
policymakers, including a database on global 
connectivity, a ranking of cyber powers, and a 
map to understand alliances in cyberspace.

China Cyber Policy Initiative
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The Cyber Project came under new leadership 
this summer when Lauren Zabierek assumed 
the Executive Director role. This past year, the 
Cyber Project welcomed 10 Fellows who from 
academia, the private sector, and the military. 
Cyber Project Fellows produced prolific and 
meaningful work toward our goal of generating 
policy-relevant, multidisciplinary research 
including, but not limited to, work on state 
action and attribution in cyberspace, election 
security, cyber privacy and law, cyber conflict, 
national cybersecurity organizations, reforming 
Section 702 of the FISA Amendments Act, and 
Russia’s cybersecurity capacity. Beyond writing 
for our in-house Belfer publications, fellows also 
published commentary in Lawfare, War on the 
Rocks, the Atlantic, The Washington Post, and The 
New York Times.

Overview: The Cyber Project has focused its 
research and programming around the theme, 
“Cybersecurity is National Security” exploring 
both shoring up the domestic cybersecurity 
ecosystem and shaping the international cyber 
environment. To that end, the Cyber Project 
hosts a weekly lunch seminar that is open to stu-
dents, faculty, and practitioners. Notable cyber 
experts from various fields have visited to discuss 
their area of expertise. In the past year, the 
project has hosted speakers from private sector 
technology companies like Amazon, Recorded 
Future, and Dragos. We have also welcomed 
government officials from the Cybersecurity 
and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA), the 
intelligence community, and the military.  The 
Cyber Project also hosted a panel focusing on 
deepening understanding of USCYBERCOM’S 
strategy known as Persistent Engagement.

Research:  With the start of the new academic 
year, the Cyber Project has directed research 
on areas within the Project’s theme, including 

state cyber resilience and threat intelligence 
organization, as well as mapping the grey zone 
of cyber conflict and international norms. The 
Cyber Project is also working with the China 
Cyber Policy Initiative and Defending Digital 
Democracy in partnership with the Transatlan-
tic Project on the U.S. - European Long Term 
Alliance for a Safe and Trustworthy Cyberspace 
to shape policy for emerging technology 
and cyber norms with our European allies.  
Within this initiative will be a Track II dialogue 
between the U.S. and European states on cyber-
space to propose policy recommendations that 
address the threat of nation-state information 
operations, artificial intelligence innovation, 
and cyber warfare. Additionally, Zabierek took 
part in the Elbe Group dialogue on Cyber 
Rules of the Road in Stockholm in October and 
is directing research on the subject with the 
Russia Matters Project.  

Panel Appearances: Zabierek has been a guest 
on several panel discussions this year including 
the Command After Next Inaugural Event 
on National Security in a Virtual World; the 
Defense Strategies Institute Cyber Operations 
Conference; and the Center for International 
Security and Governance International Security 
Forum in Bonn, Germany on Cybersecurity 
and Artificial Intelligence, where she also gave a 
speech during one of the forum dinners on the 
“Current Status of Cybersecurity and Upcom-
ing Challenges for the West.”

Podcast Appearances:  Zabierek was a guest 
on an upcoming Cyber-Wire/Recorded Future 
podcast episode on Women in Cybersecurity 
and was interviewed for a podcast with Lisette 
Guittard of Santander Bank on personal 
cybersecurity education and awareness.

The cyber problems that confront 

today’s leaders are substantial and 

diverse: how to protect a nation’s 

most critical infrastructure from 

cyber attack; how to organize, train, 

and equip a military force to prevail 

in the event of future conflict in 

cyberspace; how to deter nation-

state and terrorist adversaries from 

conducting attacks in cyberspace; 

how to control escalation in the event 

of a conflict in cyberspace; and how to 

leverage legal and policy instruments 

to reduce the national attack surface 

without stifling innovation. These 

are just a few of the motivating 

questions that drive our work.

The aim of the Belfer Center’s  

Cyber Project is to become 

the premier home for rigorous 

and policy-relevant study of 

these and related questions.

Director: 
Eric Rosenbach

Executive Director: 
Lauren Zabierek

Project Coordinator:
Maya Nandakumar

Cyber Project

Directed by Eric Rosenbach and with 

the direction of the former campaign 

managers for Hillary Clinton and Mitt 

Romney along with experts from 

the national security and technology 

communities—including Facebook, 

Google, and Microsoft—Defending 

Digital Democracy Project aims to 

identify and recommend strategies, 

tools, and technology to protect 

democratic processes and systems 

from cyber and information attacks. 

By creating a unique and bipartisan 

team comprised of top-notch 

political operatives and leaders 

in the cyber and national security 

world, D3P intends to offer concrete 

solutions to an urgent problem.

Director:
Eric Rosenbach

Executive Director:
Maria barsallo Lynch

Project Coordinator:
Maya Nandakumar

The Defending Digital Democracy Project (D3P) 
brings together a unique combination of biparti-
san experts from the political, cyber, technology, 
and national security fields to identify strategies 
that protect democratic processes and systems 
from cyber and information attacks. Since its 
inauguration in 2017, D3P has cemented itself as 
a leader in elections security. With the support of 
Director Eric Rosenbach, Senior Fellows Robby 
Mook, Matt Rhoades, Debora Plunkett, and a 
team of talented students and senior advisors, 
D3P will continue to offer concrete solutions to 
an urgent problem. 

This year, D3P also welcomed a new Executive 
Director, Maria Barsallo Lynch. She brings to 
D3P a background in the cross-section of poli-
tics, cybersecurity, and technology that will help 
grow the project’s work and impact in providing 
solutions and tools to keep democratic processes 
safe. Barsallo Lynch is a graduate of the Harvard 
Kennedy School of Government’s Mid-Career 
Master in Public Administration program. 

Using its experience supporting state and 
local election officials, D3P helped the Iowa 
Democratic and Republican parties in their 
preparations for the 2020 caucuses. This 
bipartisan initiative culminated in a tabletop 
exercise in November 2019 based on the realities 
of being a first-in-the-nation caucus state. Using 
realistic injects and scenarios, the TTX prepared 
the Democrats and Republicans for some of the 
challenges they may face during the upcoming 
caucuses, which will take place in February 2020. 

In December 2019, the Defending Digital 
Democracy Project also completed another 
large-scale training exercise titled Battlestaff 
Bootcamp. This event challenged state and local 

election officials to look at their management 
practices through a new operational lens. 
Drawing upon best practices from the military 
and private sector, the exercise taught election 
officials how to turn their staff into a versatile, 
operational task force. To supplement the 
training, D3P also released a new publication 
titled The Elections Battlestaff Playbook. 

D3P’s advisory team continues to engage 
with policymakers to provide expertise on 
democratic processes. In September 2019, 
Debora Plunkett, a D3P senior fellow, testified 
before Congress on elections security. She 
recommended solutions to protect democratic 
processes from cyber and information attacks. 
Her written testimony identified best practices 
for securing elections systems. 

In 2020, D3P will release a new Information 
Operations (IO) playbook, which will contain 
tools and strategies for state and local election 
officials to respond to IO disruptions. The team 
is conducting interviews with election officials 
across the country in support of this project. 
In the lead-up to the 2020 election, D3P will 
support election related programming. D3P 
will also continue to promote democracy 
protection abroad, by continuing to work with 
the International Republican Institute and the 
National Democratic Institute to translate its 
playbooks and distribute them worldwide.

Defending Digital Democracy

https://www.lawfareblog.com/three-observations-chinas-approach-state-action-cyberspace
https://www.lawfareblog.com/three-observations-chinas-approach-state-action-cyberspace
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/four-steps-to-fight-foreign-interference-in-us-elections/2018/02/14/fb99b7a0-11c1-11e8-8ea1-c1d91fcec3fe_story.html?utm_term=.38d0b56ccd33
https://www.cnn.com/2018/11/09/opinions/cybersecurity-laws-internet-of-things-schneier/index.html
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https://www.lawfareblog.com/i-wrote-about-russian-election-interference-then-i-was-trolled-online
https://warontherocks.com/2018/09/beyond-killer-robots-how-artificial-intelligence-can-improve-resilience-in-cyber-space/
https://warontherocks.com/2018/09/beyond-killer-robots-how-artificial-intelligence-can-improve-resilience-in-cyber-space/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/06/cyberattack-russia-ukraine-hack/531957/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/11/05/hackers-are-using-malware-to-find-vulnerabilities-in-u-s-swing-states-expect-cyberattacks/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.b921b0b99e3f%5C
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/11/opinion/internet-hacking-cybersecurity-iot.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/11/opinion/internet-hacking-cybersecurity-iot.html
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The Defense Project seeks to 

increase the Belfer Center’s visibility 

and capacity to advance policy 

relevant knowledge in defense and 

international security areas and help 

prepare future leaders for service 

in those fields. Through a robust 

speaker series of visiting senior 

military officers and Department 

of Defense civilian leaders, this 

initiative links defense professionals 

with Belfer researchers, faculty, and 

Kennedy School students to facilitate 

better policymaking in the field and 

enrich the education of fellows and 

students about security issues.

Director:
William E. Rapp

Project Coordinator: 
Natalia angel

The purpose of the Defense Project is to educate 
and inspire the next generation of national leaders 
in the national security policy field. The project 
seeks to illuminate the critical relationship be-
tween civilian leaders and the uniformed military 
in the U.S. defense establishment in the pursuit 
of security policy success. Over the past year, the 
Defense Project sponsored a number of highly 
attended monthly speaker sessions with guests 
ranging from current combatant commanders to 
recently retired senior generals and intelligence 
leaders. The Project continues to bring together 
civilian and military audiences with high-ranking 
practitioners to stimulate needed dialogue.

The National Security Fellows program contin-
ues to thrive and remain a vibrant part of the 
overall discussion on security here at Harvard 
Kennedy School. This 10-month fellowship for 
U.S. military and intelligence officers is certified 
by the Department of Defense as a senior 
service college fellowship to develop strategic 
mindedness, executive leadership skills, and 
broader intellectual perspectives. In 2019-20, 
the program hosted 19 Fellows from all military 
services, the Royal Australian Air Force, and 
the Defense Intelligence community. The 
alumni of the program now include the current 
Army Chief of Staff, the Commandant of the 
U.S. Coast Guard, and the Chief of the Army 
National Guard.

In May 2019, the National Security Fellows 
presented the findings of their research to 12 
different audiences in the Pentagon, Intelligence 
Community, and Coast Guard headquarters in 
Washington, DC. All were well-received and 
two of their projects have already been pub-
lished by HKS. In September 2019, the Defense 
Project joined with the Harvard veteran groups 
to hold a large gathering in Harvard yard to 
welcome all veterans of all ages and help them 
make connections to the civilian community.

The goals of the Defense Project in 2020 and 
beyond is to increase the value of the NSF 
Program to decision makers in Washington 
DC and Canberra, increase the diversity of the 
Fellows representing the military and intelli-
gence establishments, provide an exceptional 
learning atmosphere, and leverage the Fellows 
and guests to better connect the military to the 
broad public it serves. In 2020, the Defense 
Program will bring in 18-to-20 four-star generals 
and admirals, and a half-dozen senior civilian 
practitioners.

The priorities for next year include expanding 
the program a more diverse set of guest speak-
ers and to continue the mission of bridging 
the divide between civil-military relations and 
preparing future leaders to understand and 
work with the defense community

Defense Project

The Economic Diplomacy Initiative 

aims to provide analysis and 

recommendations to policymakers 

on challenges at the intersection of 

economic policy and national security. 

From traditional economic measures, 

like trade policy, development 

aid, and economic sanctions, to 

emerging challenges, like data privacy 

and competitiveness in artificial 

intelligence, the project aims to 

advance our understanding of how 

national leaders should use economic 

power to pursue both inclusive growth 

and national security interests.

Director:
Nicholas burns

Director:
Lawrence H. Summers

Executive Director:
aditi Kumar

Economic Diplomacy Initiative

The Belfer Center significantly expanded the 
Economic Diplomacy Initiative (EDI) in 2019, 
defining its research agenda along three major 
lines:

• Negotiating the rules of the international 
economic order. As economic power 
shifts from the U.S. to a broader group 
of nations, how will policymakers set a 
clear vision for the international economic 
order, including the agreements, insti-
tutions, and infrastructure that facilitate 
multinational commerce?

• Deploying economic instruments to promote 
geopolitical interests. How are states using 
economic instruments—including trade, 
investment, sanctions, aid, and monetary 
policy—to achieve national interests? How 
should policymakers respond to other 
nations’ use of these instruments?

• Promoting competitiveness in critical eco-
nomic sectors. In an era of unprecedented 
global competition, how can policymakers 
support national competitiveness and 
innovation in critical sectors, such as 
energy, finance, artificial intelligence, 
telecommunications, and next-generation 
commodities?

The Initiative established a student working 
group, comprised of 15 HKS students, who 
work closely with the Executive Director to 
drive the research agenda. In November, this 
working group hosted a simulation titled 
“Digital Currency Wars: A National Security 
Crisis.” The objectives of the exercise were to (a) 
illustrate the national security implications of 
technologies that could disrupt the economic 
system and (b) showcase the decision-making 
process in the White House Situation Room. 

Former Cabinet and other senior government 
officials participated in the public simulation, 
with Lawrence H. Summers and Ash Carter 
reprising their respective roles as Secretary of 
Treasury and Secretary of Defense, Nicholas 
Burns acting as Secretary of State, and Meghan 
O’Sullivan acting as the Vice President. Over 
the coming semester, the initiative aims to 
replicate and further develop the simulation 
for policymakers and practitioners, in order 
to facilitate discussion on the role of digital 
currencies in the monetary system.

In addition to the simulation, students kicked 
off research and policy analysis on a variety of 
topics aligned with the three broad research 
areas. These include: the future of the World 
Trade Organization, China’s economic strategy 
in ASEAN, the evolving role of the Committee 
on Foreign Investment in the U.S. (CFIUS), 
national competition for Artificial Intelligence, 
and the future of data privacy regulation. 

EDI builds on a series of conversations on the 
critical role that economic relationships play 
in national security. In October, the initiative 
hosted a discussion with Mark Carney, Gover-
nor of the Bank of England, on international 
cooperation to solve global challenges such as 
financial recessions and climate change. Past 
speakers include Christine Lagarde, President 
of the European Central Bank and former IMF 
Managing Director; Michael Froman, former 
U.S. Trade Representative; Penny Pritzker, 
former U.S. Secretary of Commerce; and Luis 
Moreno, President of the Inter-American 
Development Bank.
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Environment and 
Natural Resources

In 2019, the Environment and Natural Resources 
Program (ENRP) furthered its initiatives on 
low-carbon infrastructure development in 
China, climate change policy design, technology 
innovation for a rapid transition to a low-carbon 
energy system, and provided support and fund-
ing for 15 different research projects, internships, 
and fellowships for HKS and Harvard College 
students. ENRP’s ongoing efforts on energy 
and climate change policy, including under the 
Arctic Initiative, operate in partnership with the 
Science, Technology, and Public Policy Program 
(STPP). 

This year, ENRP’s China research focused on 
pathways and policies for decarbonizing China’s 
energy systems, including projects on the 
potential of electric vehicles in China’s trans-
portation sector and electricity system reform. 
The results of several years of sustained China 
research are currently being compiled into a 
book that will be published in 2020. In June 
2019, the annual Harvard-Tsinghua workshop 
on low-carbon development and public policy 
convened ENRP faculty and fellows and other 
Harvard researchers working on energy and 
climate in China, along with Chinese scholars 
at Tsinghua University’s School of Public Policy 
and Management, to discuss China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI), specifically how to 
increase investment in renewable energy.

ENRP is participating in a two-year international 
research project, Effectiveness of Partnerships for 
Advancing the Sustainable Development Goals: 
Behavioral Pathways and Impacts, coordinated 
by the Graduate Institute of International 
and Development Studies. The project has 
developed the first inter-disciplinary, integrated, 
and comparative theoretical approach on the 
effectiveness of partnerships for sustainability. 
ENRP’s contribution is an analysis of public-

private partnerships evaluated by the Roy Award 
for Environmental Partnership over the last 17 
years, with the broad goal of understanding why 
some partnerships meet their objectives while 
others do not. In 2020, the project will publish 
the final research products in an edited volume.

ENRP continued its annual Science and the 
Media seminar series, coordinated by Senior 
Fellow Cristine Russell, in “Covering Catastro-
phe: The Dire Science & Heated Politics of 
Climate Change in the Trump Era” in February, 
Brady Dennis of The Washington Post and Emily 
Holden of The Guardian discussed the challenges 
of reporting on climate change in Washington, 
D.C. Other seminar speakers included NYU 
Environmental Studies Professor Jennifer 
Jacquet on the expansion of fisheries and current 
challenges facing sustainable governance of the 
high seas and EDF Senior VP of Ecosystems 
David Festa on developing, financing, and 
implementing long-term climate resilience 
projects. Throughout 2019, ENRP hosted the 
long-running Energy Policy Seminar Series 
in cooperation with STPP and the Harvard 
University Center for the Environment. Fall 
2019’s series focused on options for adopting 
meaningful climate policy in the United States 
on both state and federal levels, and the political 
and technical complexities ahead. 

 Looking forward to 2020, ENRP will strengthen 
its joint project with STPP on energy-technology 
innovation policy, driven by the conviction 
that developing and distributing new energy 
technologies is essential to global mitigation of 
climate change. Central to that effort is a new 
program exploring alternative configurations 
and structures of low-carbon energy systems, led 
by Senior Fellow Nicola De Blasio.

The Environment and Natural 

Resources Program is at the center 

of Harvard Kennedy School’s research 

and outreach on public policy that 

affects global environmental quality 

and natural resources management.

Faculty Chair:
William C. Clark

Director: 
Henry Lee

Associate Director:
amanda Sardonis

Staff Assistant:
Isabel Feinstein

The Project on Europe and the 

Transatlantic Relationship aims to 

strengthen the University’s capacities 

for teaching, research, and policy 

on the relationship between the 

United States and Europe. The 

program is designed to deepen a 

relationship which has — for over 

70 years— served as an anchor of 

global order, driven the expansion of 

the world economy, provided peace 

and stability and reunited peoples 

once divided by war. In doing so, we 

hope to prepare a new generation of 

leaders on both sides of the Atlantic.

Director:
Nicholas burns

Executive Director: 
Cathryn Clüver ashbrook

Research Director: 
Torrey Taussig

Assistant Director: 
alison Hillegeist

Project Coordinator:
Erika Manouselis

Europe and the Transatlantic 
Relationship
Since its inception, the Project on Europe and the 
Transatlantic Relationship (PETR) has driven sub-
stantial policy impact. Launched in February 2019 
at the Munich Security Conference, the “NATO at 
70,” report by former U.S. Ambassadors to NATO 
Nicholas Burns and Douglas Lute resonated on 
both sides of the Atlantic. At the conference, Burns 
addressed the report’s findings in conversation 
with former U.S. Vice President Joe Biden. The au-
thors also discussed their conclusions with NATO 
Deputy Secretary General Rose Gottemoeller. 

In September 2019, the Project launched a 
research initiative with the German Council on 
Foreign Relations (DGAP), to strengthen the 
transatlantic relationship in 2021 and beyond. 
Torrey Taussig serves as Research Director for 
“Transatlantic 2021,” which convenes expert 
groups in the U.S. and Europe. Preliminary 
findings will inform the second international 
conference on transatlantic relations, hosted 
by PETR, IE University and the Rafael del Pino 
Foundation in Madrid, Spain in June 2020. 

PETR increased its capacity to prepare students 
to tackle the most challenging questions in 
European politics through its teaching this past 
year. Catherine Gegout served as Pierre Keller 
Visiting Professor, teaching a course on the EU as 
an international actor in development policy. In 
January 2020, Professor Sergio Fabbrini, founding 
Director of the LUISS School of Government, will 
teach a course on the future governance structure 
of the EU, while former advisor to the EU High 
Representative for Foreign and Security Policy, 
Nathalie Tocci, will teach a course on the EU’s role 
in international relations in the fall of 2020. 

In over 20 events, PETR examined issues as var-
ied as transatlantic intelligence cooperation, EU 
migration policy, Arctic security, the European 
angle on the “Green New Deal,” and the EU’s 

response to the Belt and Road Initiative. The 
Project hosted two Forum events about Brexit, 
and organized a panel with former U.S. Assistant 
Secretary for Europe and Eurasian Affairs 
Victoria Nuland and the Ambassador of France 
to the United States, Philippe Etienne, about the 
thorniest issues in the transatlantic partnership. 

The relationship between Europe, the United States, 
and China was a major theme in PETR’s work, 
including a new inter-disciplinary and cross-
university panel series, which launched in September 
2019. Rafael del Pino Foundation/Spanish Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs Fellow Fidel Sendagorta published 
“The Triangle in the Long Game,” an in-depth 
examination of the strategic competition between 
China and the U.S. and its effects on the transatlantic 
relationship. In collaboration with Harvard’s Asia 
Center, the Project launched “China’s Rise and the 
Transatlantic Relationship,” a six-part panel series 
to examine challenges emerging from a shifting 
geopolitical environment with experts from across 
Harvard, MIT, and the Fletcher School of Law and 
Diplomacy. 

In September 2019, the Project welcomed 
its second class of in-residence fellows from 
European foreign ministries: Álvaro Renedo  
and Adrien Abecassis. 

A growing cohort of non-resident fellows 
actively contributed to the research and policy 
impact of the Project. In October 2019, Fellow 
Amanda Sloat testified on how to protect the 
Good Friday Agreement from the impact 
of a no-deal or deal-centered Brexit before 
the House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on 
Europe, Eurasia, Energy, and the Environment. 
Seth A. Johnston contributed to the “NATO 
at 70,” research report and in November 2019 
published a policy paper entitled “A Europe that 
Protects: U.S. Opportunities in EU Defense.” 
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Future of Diplomacy

In 2019, the Future of Diplomacy Project 
focused on Africa, Asia, and the Middle East as 
part of its fellowship and international speaker 
series. Lindiwe Mazibouko, an HKS graduate 
and the first black woman in South African 
history to be elected Leader of the Opposition 
in Parliament, served as the spring semester 
Fisher Family Fellow, following the former 
Chairwoman of the African Union, Aminata 
Touré. Both held study groups, participated in 
teaching activities, and addressed the chal-
lenges and opportunities of African nations in 
international relations. 

In addition, the Project hosted Ambassador 
Linda Thomas-Greenfield, former U.S. Assis-
tant Secretary of State for African Affairs, who 
led the development and management of U.S. 
policy toward sub-Saharan Africa. Former U.S. 
Ambassador to South Korea Kathleen Ste-
phens reflected on progress in the U.S.-North 
Korean nuclear talks and on regional security 
architecture, while former U.S. Ambassador to 
the Philippines and Thailand, Kristie Kenney, 
discussed the rising role of China in its region 
and the impact on U.S. security and diplomatic 
interests. Dr. Kiron Skinner, former U.S. 
Director of Policy Planning at the Department 
of State, shared her insights into the foreign 
policy strategy of the Trump Administration. In 
total, the program ran more than 40 seminars 
as part of its event cycle.  

Tzipi Livni, Israel’s former Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Vice Prime minister (the first woman 
to hold this position since Golda Meir) served 
as the fall 2019 Fisher Family Fellow.  In a series 
of study groups, she reflected on her experience 
as chief negotiator in the last two rounds of 
negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians..
The program has invited senior Palestinian 
thinkers and leaders to take part in its Israel-Pal-

estinian Leadership series, and will continue to 
support preparation and teaching around the 
two field-learning treks to the region. 

The American Secretaries of State Project 
(SOSP), a research initiative of the Future of Di-
plomacy Project, hosted former U.S. Secretary 
of State Rex Tillerson on September 17, 2019 
for an in-depth, on camera interview by Project 
Co-chairs Nicholas Burns, Robert Mnookin, 
and James Sebenius. The Secretary discussed 
a wide range of topics, from negotiating with 
Vladimir Putin to how his private sector 
experience informed his service as America’s 
chief diplomat.  

Two new Senior Fellows joined the existing 
cohort of experienced international foreign 
policy leaders working closely with the 
program: Ambassador Victoria Nuland, 
former U.S. Assistant Secretary for Europe and 
Eurasian Affairs, and U.S. Ambassador Thomas 
Shannon, former Under Secretary of State for 
Political Affairs. 

In late 2019, the program launched a new 
research initiative entitled, “The American Di-
plomacy Project: A Foreign Service for the 21st 
Century.” Four former Senior Foreign Service 
Officers will lead this non-partisan project: 
FDP Faculty Chair, Ambassador Nicholas 
Burns, Ambassadors Nancy McEldowney, Marc 
Grossman, and Marcie Ries. 

Looking ahead to the spring of 2020, FDP will 
host the second in a series of partnered confer-
ences to examine the contemporary relevance 
of the Treaty of Versailles and the Paris Peace 
Conference 1919, 100 years on.

The Future of Diplomacy Project’s 

mission is to promote the study and 

research of diplomacy, negotiation, 

and statecraft in international 

politics today, and to enhance 

public understanding of diplomacy’s 

indispensible role in an increasingly 

complex and globalized world.

Director: 
Nicholas burns

Executive Director: 
Cathryn Clüver ashbrook

Assistant Director:
alison Hillegeist

Project Coordinator:
Erika Manouselis

Research Director,  
American Secretaries of State Project:

Eugene Kogan

The Geopolitics of Energy Project 

explores the intersection of energy, 

security, and international politics. 

The project, launched in 2011, aims 

to improve our understanding of 

how energy demand and supply 

shape international politics—and 

vice versa. It also endeavors to 

inform policymakers and students 

about major challenges to global 

energy security and, where possible, 

to propose new ways of thinking 

about and addressing these 

issues. The project focuses both 

on conventional and alternative 

energies, as both will influence and be 

influenced by geopolitical realities.

Director:
Meghan O’Sullivan

Project Coordinator:
Cassandra Favart

Over the past year, the Geopolitics of Energy 
Project has continued its work to illuminate 
the many ways in which the rapidly changing 
global energy landscape is reshaping global 
politics—and how geopolitical events are 
influencing the evolution of energy markets. 
Director Meghan O’Sullivan has continued 
to draw attention to these complex dynamics, 
and what they might mean for policymakers, 
through talks, articles, and consultations. She 
was able to highlight this work at a range of 
international forums, from Davos to Aspen, 
where there is increasing interest in how 
geopolitics and energy markets are interacting. 

The global conversation about these 
interactions is evolving and, with it, so too 
is the work being undertaken through the 
auspices of the Geopolitics of Energy Project. 
While the work on how advances in fossil fuels 
and the production of unconventional energy 
continues, the project has a new focus on the 
energy transition and how it will interact with 
geopolitics to define the coming decades. 
This new focus on the transition has already 
produced one report and a related journal 
article, due out in December 2019, which 
explores the strategic logic of the pursuit 
of renewable energy by Gulf states. At the 
same time, work has begun on the complex 
but critical question of how China’s efforts 
to decarbonize its economy will reshape 
geopolitics. As was the case in past decades, 
China’s energy footprint will have consequences 
for the entire world, even if most of the 
motivation for the country’s internal energy 
transition is domestic in nature. 

Looking ahead, the project will continue 
to focus on various aspects of the energy 
transition. The project has welcomed Adnan 
Amin, who until recently was the founding 
director general of the International Renewable 
Energy Agency in Abu Dhabi. His work over 
the rest of the academic year will focus on 
helping governments and companies adjust to 
the new realities of the energy transition. 

Juergen Braunstein, a fellow, has launched a 
new effort that he is calling the Geofinance 
of Energy. He is examining how the need for 
$30 trillion in new energy investment will 
impact the global financial sector, drawing 
on lessons from previous energy transitions 
and anticipating significant geopolitical 
implications as more cities and countries exert 
their influence through green finance. 

Both the geopolitical and energy landscapes are 
evolving in complex and consequential ways. 
The Geopolitics of Energy Project remains 
committed to helping scholars, policymakers, 
and citizens understand the interaction 
between geopolitical and energy forces in order 
to better prepare for the future. 

Geopolitics of Energy
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Harvard Project on 
Climate agreements

The goal of the Harvard Project 

on Climate agreements, which 

was established in 2007, is to 

identify and advance scientifically 

sound, economically sensible, 

and politically pragmatic public 

policy options for addressing 

global climate change. Drawing 

upon leading thinkers from around 

the world, the Project conducts 

research on policy architecture, key 

design elements, and institutional 

dimensions of international and 

domestic climate-change policy.

Director:
Robert N. Stavins

Co-Director:
Robert C. Stowe

Project Manager: 
Jason Chapman

The Harvard Project on Climate Agreements 
conducted a research workshop in Beijing in 
July 2019, focusing on sub-national climate-
change policy. Tsinghua University’s Institute 
of Energy, Environment, and Economy 
hosted the workshop. Participants were 
from China, the United States, Canada, and 
Europe. This workshop is part of a larger 
initiative, supported by the Harvard Global 
Institute, examining, in comparative context, 
sub-national climate-change policies in India, 
China, the United States, and Canada.

The Harvard Project participated in the Twenty-
Fifth Conference of the Parties (COP) of the 
UNFCCC in Santiago, Chile in December 2019. 
Project leadership met with approximately 15 
national delegations, exchanging views on the 
implementation of the Paris Agreement. The 
Harvard Project also co-sponsored a panel 
discussion on carbon pricing, with Tsinghua 
University IEEE and the Enel Foundation. 
Finally, Project Director Robert Stavins 
participated in panel events hosted by the 
Chinese government (on carbon pricing) and 
the Korean government (climate change and 
economic development).

Among the Project’s publications in 2019 was 
a major paper by Robert Stavins analyzing the 
relative merits of carbon taxes versus cap-and-
trade systems for the United States and other 
countries. In February, the Project released a 
volume of briefs on the governance of solar 
geoengineering, based on a research workshop 
held in September 2018, co-sponsored by 
Harvard’s Solar Geoengineering Research 
Program (HSGRP). Belfer Center faculty 
affiliates Matthew Bunn, Sheila Jasanoff, David 
Keith (Director of HSGRP), and Joseph Nye 
contributed briefs—as did research affiliate 
Joshua Horton.

The Project’s focus in 2020 will be on carbon 
pricing. The carbon pricing initiative will include 
economic research in the context of various 
jurisdictions, with an initial roundtable of 
experts to be held at Harvard Kennedy School 
in spring 2020. This initiative will also include a 
specific project—joint with Tsinghua IEEE—on 
the implementation of China’s national carbon-
pricing system, with a research workshop held in 
Beijing in September 2020. The Harvard Project 
will also continue its initiative on sub-national 
climate-change policy by releasing a volume of 
briefs based on its July 2019 Beijing workshop in 
early 2020 and holding a research workshop in 
New Delhi in July 2020. 

The Project hosted Suh-Yong Chung, an expert 
on the Paris Agreement and a law professor 
at Korea University, at Harvard in September 
2019. The Project also co-hosted Nicholas 
Stern, a prominent climate-change economist 
based at the London School of Economics, for 
a visit in October. Stern and Chung met with 
Harvard faculty studying climate-change policy 
and with students, as well as making public 
presentations.

In April, Stavins participated in a meeting of 
Lead Authors of the Sixth Assessment Report 
of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change in Edinburgh, Scotland. In August, 
he delivered the keynote address at the annual 
Singapore Economic Review Conference, which 
drew several hundred economists from across 
the region. His topic was “The Future of Carbon 
Pricing.”

The Homeland Security Project 

focuses on resiliency, border security, 

and the Department of Homeland 

Security’s efforts to address strategic 

questions regarding a massive 

and diverse policy enterprise that 

touches the life of every American.

Director:
Juliette Kayyem

Project Coordinator:
Tara Tyrrell

The Homeland Security Project (HSP) continues 
to focus on the unique challenges and choices 
around protecting the American homeland. 
Recent and ongoing initiatives include:

• The Mexico Business Forum Program, 
which aims to enhance the focus on 
U.S.-Mexico policy issues at the highest 
levels of academia and policy analysis. 
The Program will not only provide a 
highly-visible platform for leading Mexican 
practitioners to share their ideas with peers 
at Harvard University, but also ensure that 
these insights are developed through rig-
orous and well-funded research to induce 
significant policy changes and become a 
major voice in Mexico-U.S. affairs. 

• Fall Fellows, including Alan Bersin, former 
DHS Assistant Secretary for International 
Affairs and Chief Diplomatic Officer; Jeh 
Johnson, former Secretary of Homeland 
Security under President Obama; and 
Christine Heenan, former Vice President 
of Global Policy and Advocacy at the 
Rockefeller Foundation 

• The Homeland Security Project Paper 
series, examining current and critical 
issues in homeland security. The series 
seeks a variety of non-partisan viewpoints, 
intended for a broad audience including 
policymakers in Congress and the 
Executive Branch, the homeland security 
community, and the general public. 

• A speaker series on current and future 
threats, including: Mitch Landrieu, former 
New Orleans mayor, discussing his role 
on the ground during Hurricane Katrina 
and its aftermath, as it pertained to both 
crisis management and the relationship 

between state and local governments; 
Elizabeth Sherwood-Randall, former 
Deputy Secretary at the U.S. Department of 
Energy, discussing our nation’s infrastruc-
ture and energy grid as it relates to current 
homeland security threats and the future of 
climate change disruption; and HSP Fellow 
Alan Bersin discussing the crisis at the 
U.S./Mexico border and its legal and moral 
implications for U.S. migration policy.

In 2020, the project will publish “Beyond 9/11: 
Homeland Security for the 21st Century,” a 
comprehensive collection of essays written by 
experts on various homeland security topics, 
which includes recommendations to address the 
changing nature of America’s homeland security 
enterprise. Work will also be contineud on the 
project’s soon-to-be-published volume “North 
America 2.0,” the collaboration among El Aspen 
Institute Mexico, the Woodrow Wilson Center 
for International Scholars, the Hunt Institute at 
the University of Texas El Paso and the Belfer 
Center to explore the potential opportunities and 
challenges of North American economies, trade, 
policy, and the flow of people within and without 
our borders. 

The project will also continue its Homeland 
Security Project Paper Series and its HSP 
speaker series.

Homeland Security
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Intelligence Project

In October, the Belfer Center welcomed Paul 
Kolbe as the new Director of the Center’s Intelli-
gence Project. As Director, Kolbe is building on the 
work of former Director Rolf Mowatt-Larssen to 
advance policy-relevant knowledge in intelligence 
areas and help prepare future leaders in the field.

In 2019, the Intelligence Project expanded the size 
and impact of the Recanati-Kaplan (RK) Foun-
dation Fellowship, which hosts rising stars from 
intelligence and national security organizations 
around the world for a year of research and study 
at the Center. The 2018-2019 group included 13 
fellows from eight countries and 11 intelligence 
agencies, and the 2019-2020 group hosts 16 fellows 
from eight countries and 12 intelligence agencies.

The Intelligence Project is home to an elite 
roster of non-resident fellows, including James 
Clapper, Mike Rogers, Norman Roule, Daniel 
Hoffman, and Bernard Hudson. In Fall 2019, 
the project added Kristin Wood, former CIA 
Senior Analyst, Presidential Briefer, and Deputy 
Director of the Innovation & Technology 
Group at the CIA’s Open Source Center, to 
this impressive cohort. Former Director Rolf 
Mowatt-Larssen will remain with the project 
as a Senior Fellow, and will conduct research 
exploring how intelligence tools and methodol-
ogy can be used to help combat climate change.

The project hosted more than 50 events in 2019, 
exploring topics at the nexus of intelligence, 
technology, foreign policy, geopolitical events, 
ethical leadership, and decision-making. In May, 
the project held a full-day 300+ person conference 
on the ethics and morality of intelligence, bringing 
together experts and practitioners to discuss the 
purpose, role, and constraints of intelligence as 
a lever of statecraft and to  address the moral 
and ethical questions raised by the means of 
intelligence. The project partners with the Women 

in Defense, Development, and Diplomacy (W3D) 
student group to host panels and student network-
ing opportunities with senior women from the 
U.S. intelligence community.

In mid-January, Rolf Mowatt-Larssen led a 
team of scholars from the Center’s Intelligence 
and Managing the Atom Projects to Mossad 
Headquarters in Tel Aviv to examine samples 
of, and receive briefings on, an archive of 
documents related to Iran’s nuclear weapons 
program. The group subsequently published a 
report on the implications of what the archive 
reveals about Iran’s nuclear program and the 
questions that remain open.

Another point of pride for the project is the Elbe 
Group initiative, an unprecedented gathering of 
high-level veterans from the U.S. and Russian 
military and intelligence services that meets 
annually to maintain an open and continuous 
channel of communication on sensitive issues of 
US-Russian relations. In March 2019, the annual 
Elbe Group meeting took place in Reykjavik, 
Iceland, where the group discussed a range of 
issues including strategic stability, cybersecurity, 
counter terrorism, the Middle East, nuclear 
security, and Arctic issues. In October 2019, 
members of the Elbe Group met in Stockholm to 
focus on cyber issues, including critical infra-
structure, disruption of electoral processes, red 
lines, and potential areas of cooperation.

Looking ahead to 2020, the Intelligence Project 
will focus on the improving the nexus between 
policy and intelligence, on the growing importance 
of private sector intelligence, and on exploring 
how intelligence better address critical cyber, 
disinformation and security challenges. The RK 
Fellowship will expand and diversify, and the Elbe 
Group will mark the 75th Anniversary of US and 
Soviet Troops meeting in Torgau in 1945.

The Intelligence Project seeks to 

increase the Center’s capacity to 

advance policy-relevant knowledge 

in intelligence areas and help prepare 

future leaders in the field. The 

initiative builds on the defense and 

intelligence-related research already 

being done at the Belfer Center and 

adds new research to fill knowledge 

gaps. The initiative links intelligence 

agencies with Belfer researchers, 

faculty, and HKS  students to facilitate 

better policymaking in the field 

and enrich the education of fellows 

and students about intelligence.

Director:
Paul Kolbe

Project Coordinator:
Caitlin Chase

International Security is 

America’s leading peer-reviewed 

journal of security affairs. It 

provides sophisticated analyses 

of contemporary, theoretical, 

and historical security issues. 

International Security is edited at 

Harvard University’s Belfer Center 

for Science and International Affairs 

and is published by The MIT Press.

Editor-in-Chief:
Steven Miller

Executive Editor:
Morgan Kaplan

Editor:
Owen Coté, Jr.

Managing Editor:
Diane McCree

Executive Editor, Belfer Center 
Studies in International Security:
Karen Motley

Publications Coordinator:
Rex Horner

At the end of 2018, International Security 
celebrated the retirement of long-time editor 
Sean Lynn-Jones. For 31 years, Sean’s contribu-
tions had been vital to International Security’s 
intellectual leadership and success. In 2019, the 
journal honored Sean’s irreplaceable impact at 
the journal and welcomed Morgan Kaplan as the 
new Executive Editor of International Security.

In 2019, International Security published 18 
articles in four issues (Winter 2018/19–Fall 
2019). The articles addressed a wide range of 
topics, including nuclear proliferation, civil 
war, economic coercion, U.S. foreign policy, 
military technology, international order, NATO 
expansion, demography and conflict, and East 
Asian security.

International Security was second among all 
international relations journals ranked according 
to the 2018 Journal Citation Reports from 
Clarivate Analytics. The journal’s 2018 Impact 
Factor (4.500) was its second-highest to date 
and its highest since 1997. International Security 
has ranked in the top five for Impact Factor 
every year since 1996 and has ranked first 10 
times during that period. In addition, in 2019, 
the International Security Studies Section of the 
International Studies Association presented its 
annual Best Security Article Award to Lise Morjé 
Howard and Alexandra Stark, “How Civil Wars 
End: The International System, Norms, and the 
Role of External Actors,” which appeared in the 
Winter 2017/18 issue. The International History 
and Politics section of the American Political 
Science Association presented its Outstanding 
Article Award to Christopher Darnton, “Archives 
and Inference: Documentary Evidence in Case 
Study Research and the Debate over U.S. Entry 
into World War II,” which also appeared in the 
Winter 2017/18 issue.

In concert with the Belfer Center communica-
tions staff, International Security also makes a 
major effort to promote the analysis and policy 
recommendations that appear in the journal. 
In addition to publicizing each issue with press 
releases and targeted mailings, the editorial staff 
works with article authors to produce short 
policy briefs based on their journal articles. 
International Security articles were featured or 
referenced in major news and policy outlets, 
including Foreign Affairs, The Economist, The 
Washington Post, Lawfare, and The Diplomat, 
among others.

In October 2019, International Security 
launched a new podcast, “IS: Off the Page,” to 
encourage public engagement with the journal, 
its authors, and its ideas. The goal of the pod-
cast is to bring policymakers, academics, and 
practitioners into conversation about security 
issues of global importance. Each episode dis-
cusses a recent article published in International 
Security and goes beyond each article’s findings 
to engage in contemporary policy debate. 
Hosted by Executive Editor Morgan Kaplan, 
each episode features the author of a recent 
article and 1–2 guests from the broader policy 
community. The inaugural episode, “Weapon-
ized Interdependence—Economic Networks, 
Sanctions, and State Coercion,” featured guests 
Abraham Newman (Georgetown University) 
and Elizabeth Rosenberg (Center for a New 
American Security).

International Security strives to continue to 
publish and promote the best possible articles 
in the field of international security studies.

International Security Journal
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The International Security Program’s Program 
on Grand Strategy, Security, and Statecraft 
(GSSS), joint with MIT’s Security Studies Pro-
gram (SSP), hosted a public lecture in spring 
2019 by Professor Patrick Porter of the UK’s 
University of Birmingham on “Desert Shield 
of the Republic? Realism and the Middle East” 
at HKS. The conversation continued at a small, 
private dinner with Professor Porter, Program 
Directors Professors Stephen Walt (Harvard) 
and Barry Posen (MIT), ISP Director Steven 
Miller, and invited ISP fellows and SSP affiliates 
at the Harvard Faculty Club. Two postdoctoral 
Grand Strategy, Security, and Statecraft fellows 
were selected for 2019–2021. Audrye Wong, 
who received her Ph.D. from Princeton Uni-
versity in summer 2019, is in residence at the 
Belfer Center, and David Allen, a former Ernest 
May Fellow in History and Policy who received 
his Ph.D. from Columbia University in summer 
2019, is in residence at MIT. Both began their 
fellowships in summer 2019. Two new fellows 
will be selected in early 2020 for 2020–2022.

ISP hosted a brown bag seminar in November 
2019, “Why the United States Prioritizes Europe 
or East Asia,” with Vrije Universiteit Brussel’s 
Professor Luis Simon and Linde Desmaele, a 
Vrije Universiteit Brussel PhD candidate and 
researcher.

ISP’s most prominent publications for the 
reporting period include Professor Stephen 
Walt’s Foreign Affairs article, “The End of 
Hubris” (May/June 2019), in which he argues 
for a return to a realism-based U.S. grand 
strategy, and a March 2019 Texas National 
Security Review  journal article, “When Do 
Leaders Change Course? Theories of Success 
and the American Withdrawal from Beirut, 
1983–1984,” which is the result of a collaboration 

between ISP Research Fellow A. Bradley Potter 
and former Ernest May Fellow in History and 
Policy Alexandra T. Evans. In the article, they 
sought to answer the following questions: Why 
did the United States withdraw from Lebanon in 
February 1984? How did new information shape 
policymakers’ proposals to expand, maintain, 
or terminate the intervention? Drawing upon 
declassified records, Evans and Potter challenged 
the conventional narrative that the October 
1983 barracks bombing precipitated the U.S. 
withdrawal from Beirut.

In December 2018, GSSS Fellow William James 
was awarded a Trench Gascoigne Essay Prize 
(joint second) for his entry, “Salvaging Grand 
Strategy.” Publication in Royal United Services 
Institute’s (RUSI) Journal is forthcoming. GSSS 
Fellow Audrye Wong will receive the 2020 ISA 
International Security Studies Section Patricia 
Weitsman Award for Outstanding Graduate 
Paper in March for “Reaping What You Sow: 
Public Accountability and the Effectiveness of 
China’s Economic Statecraft.”

For 2020, ISP will continue to select, support, 
and mentor promising scholars in the field of 
security studies. In spring 2020, ISP will host 
another event in the GSSS speaker series.

The International Security Program 

(ISP) addresses the most pressing 

threats to U.S. national interests and 

international security. The program 

supports young scholars with its 

fellowship program and sponsors 

and edits the quarterly journal 

International Security, a leading 

peer-reviewed journal of security 

affairs that provides sophisticated 

analyses of contemporary security 

issues and discusses their conceptual 

and historical foundations.

Faculty Chair:  
Stephen M. Walt

Director:  
Steven E. Miller

Program Assistant:
Susan M. Lynch

International Security Program

The Korea Project is committed to 

advancing research and analysis, 

policy engagement, and mentorship 

of next generation specialists at 

Harvard. Building on the work of the 

late Ambassador Stephen Bosworth—

Senior Fellow and former U.S. Special 

Representative for North Korea 

Policy—the Korea Project continues 

to deepen the connection between 

practitioner and research communities 

focused on Korean Peninsula affairs. 

Director:
John Park

Project Coordinator:
Lev Navarre Chao

The Korea Project conducts major research 
initiatives including Track 1.5 policy dialogues 
in Northeast Asia and Cambridge as well as 
a Korea Working Group Speaker Series that 
brings senior practitioners to the Belfer Center. 

Recent speakers include Stephen Biegun; Vincent 
Brooks; Ash Carter; Markus Garlauskas; Bonnie 
Glaser; Andrew Kim; Patricia Kim; Kim Sung-
han; Amy McAuliffe; Park In-kook; Gary Samore; 
Wendy Sherman; Kathleen Stephens; Hitoshi 
Tanaka; Susan Thornton; William Tobey; Yang 
Xiyu; Yoon Young-kwan; Joseph Yun. 

The Korea Project convened the inaugural 
Harvard Korean Security Summit at the Belfer 
Center in April 2019. The Summit featured a 
gathering of prominent Korean security schol-
ars and practitioners, and increased attention 
to the field of Korean security studies within 
the Harvard community. The event reflected 
the two traditions that drive the Belfer Center’s 
work: bringing together leading scholars and 
senior practitioners to jointly diagnose policy 
puzzles; and mentoring the next generation of 
scholars and practitioners. The Summit took 
place during a critical inflection point in U.S.-
North Korea relations.

The Korea Project also convened “Inside the 
Negotiator’s World: Negotiating North Korea’s 
Denuclearization” conference in September 
2019. This unique gathering brought together 
the lead negotiators from China, Japan, South 
Korea, and the United States who successfully 
concluded nuclear deals with North Korea. 
In partnership with the Harvard Program on 
Negotiation, the conference provided opportu-
nities for faculty members, researchers, fellows, 
and students to directly engage the negotiators 
on their respective experiences working with 

North Korean counterparts. The public event 
was followed by a half-day, closed Track 1.5 dia-
logue with additional participants from the U.S. 
Special Representative for North Korea’s senior 
staff and the National Intelligence Council.

Policy outreach conducted by John Park this 
past year included briefings for senior officials 
at the U.S. Special Operations Command in 
February 2019; Defense Intelligence Agency 
in April 2019; ODNI’s National Intelligence 
Council in May 2019; Treasury Department’s 
Office of Terrorist Financing and Financial 
Crimes in July 2019; State Department’s EAP 
Bureau in November 2019; Defense Depart-
ment (Joint Staff, INDOPACOM, Office of the 
Secretary of Defense) in November 2019. Park 
also presented the following policy analysis 
talks: “Economic Statecraft: Lessons from the 
North Korea Case,” Congressional Briefing, 
January 2019; “Deciphering the Communist 
Party of Korea - Workers’ Party of Korea 
Relationship,” State Department’s EAP Bureau, 
March 2019; “Korea’s Choice,” Asan Plenum, 
April 2019; “The Evolution of North Korea’s 
WMD Procurement Networks,” U.S. Army 
Special Operations Command, April 2019; 
“Asia’s Geopolitical Chess Board—Avoiding 
Checkmate,” Milken Institute Asia Summit, 
September 2019. 

The Korea Project will build on this momentum 
to continue growing the Korean security studies 
field. The Project will convene the 2nd Harvard 
Korean Security Summit, a new roster of senior 
practitioners for the Korea Working Group 
Speaker Series, and workshops highlighting 
the Korea Project Research Team’s year-long 
student projects.

Korea Project
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The Project on Managing the Atom (MTA) 
continues to produce and disseminate policy-
focused research on nuclear issues, and to 
engage with officials and experts to reduce 
nuclear risks around the world.

Strengthening nuclear security policy and 
implementation: Matthew Bunn, Nickolas Roth, 
and Hui Zhang frequently engaged with officials 
around the world to promote ideas for strength-
ening nuclear security implementation. In 
January 2019, MTA released Revitalizing Nuclear 
Security in an Era of Uncertainty, a 250-page re-
port by Bunn, Roth, and William H. Tobey. The 
Hudson Institute hosted a release event attended 
by more than 100 D.C.-area staffers, journalists, 
and other experts, and the report’s findings were 
briefed to congressional staff and Department 
of Energy officials. MTA also released a series 
of policy briefs with recommendations from 
the report. In response to a major news story 
about sexual assault at the Nevada National 
Security Site, MTA staff urged congressional staff 
members to investigate security culture within 
U.S. nuclear facilities, leading to legislation 
included in the House version of the National 
Defense Authorization Act. 

Minimizing damage to nuclear constraints on 
Iran: With President Trump’s withdrawal from the 
JCPOA, MTA shifted its efforts to managing the 
consequences. MTA staff met with Trump admin-
istration officials to discuss how applying pressure 
on Iran would trigger Iranian countermeasures 
and fuel its missile development and unwelcome 
regional activities. In April, Bunn, Steven Miller, 
Martin Malin, and Najmedin Meshkati met with 
Iranian FM Javad Zarif and several deputies to 
discuss an idea for expanded cooperation on 
emergency response to nuclear accidents or oil 

blowouts in the Persian Gulf. MTA is continuing 
to work with their colleagues at the Belfer Center 
to establish a new project on Iran. 

In January 2019, Bunn, Miller, Tobey, and 
Aaron Arnold—along with the Intelligence 
Project colleagues—traveled to Tel Aviv to 
examine documents from, and receive briefings 
on, an archive of information from Iran’s nu-
clear program. The Belfer group’s findings were 
made public in an April 2019 report, The Iran 
Nuclear Archive: Impressions and Implications, 
which received broad attention.

Creating a future for nuclear arms control 
and strengthening the nonproliferation 
regime: Following the collapse of the INF 
Treaty and amid continued tensions between 
the US and Russia, Bunn travelled to Moscow 
and Rome to meet with high-level Russian 
officials to promote ideas for rescuing arms 
control. MTA established a new Preventing 
Nuclear War Working Group to generate policy 
proposals in advance of the 2020 elections. In 
December 2019, MTA hosted a conference 
marking the 25th anniversary of Ukraine’s 
nuclear disarmament that included officials 
who negotiated the 1994 Budapest Memoran-
dum providing security assurances, and those 
who were involved with managing the seizure 
of Crimea in 2014 and its aftermath.

Recommending steps to strengthen strategic 
stability between the United States and China: 
MTA Senior Research Associate Hui Zhang 
continued to examine China’s modernization 
plans, which bear directly on strategic stability. 
MTA will publish a set of related papers on this 
issue in the coming year.

The Project on Managing the atom 

(MTA) conducts and disseminates 

policy-relevant research on nuclear 

weapons, nuclear energy, and nuclear 

non-proliferation and disarmament. 

The project supports an international 

group of pre- and post-doctoral 

fellows and other experts working 

on these issues and helps to advance 

their research work through seminars, 

workshops, and conferences.

Principal Investigator: 
Matthew bunn

Executive Director: 
Martin b. Malin 

Senior Research Associate:
Hui Zhang

Senior Research Associate:
Nickolas Roth

Project Assistant:
Jacob Carozza

Managing the atom

Established in 1998, the Middle 

East Initiative (MEI) has expanded 

its programs to address diverse 

topics including alternative energy, 

humanitarian crisis response, 

economic opportunity, demographic 

challenges, and beyond. Through 

the integration of research and 

policy analysis, education, and 

community engagement, MEI aims 

to advance public policy and build 

capacity in the Middle East.

Director:
Tarek Masoud

Assistant Director:
Julia Martin

Communications & Events Coordinator:
Chris Mawhorter

The Middle East Initiative (MEI) continues to 
advance research, learning, and community 
engagement on public policy in the Middle 
East. 2019 was a busy year filled with program 
growth and significant achievements. Below are 
several highlights. 

Celebrating Milestones, Securing Support: In 
January, MEI, the Center for Public Leadership, 
and HKS Executive Education celebrated five 
years of the Emirates Leadership Initiative (ELI), 
gathering ELI alumni in Abu Dhabi from degree 
programs, doctoral fellowships, and executive 
education. In August, HKS announced the Ha-
mida Ben-Gacem Tunisia Graduate Fellowship 
to support degree candidates from Tunisia and 
research on policy issues relevant to Tunisia.

Incubating Cutting-edge Research: Past and 
present research fellows Lihi Ben Shitrit, Yuree 
Noh, Lillian Frost, and Hind Ahmed Zaki con-
vened “Feminisms in the Middle East and North 
Africa: Old/New Directions?” in May, assembling 
32 scholars to explore the future of feminist 
activism and research in the region and establish-
ing an ongoing working group. In November, MEI 
co-hosted 28 scholars for a book development 
workshop with the Project on Middle East Political 
Science (GWU), featuring six junior scholars (two 
former MEI fellows) who received feedback on 
book manuscripts from discussants. 

MEI launched the Kuwait Public Policy 
Opinions Project, co-led by Faculty Director 
Tarek Masoud and Research Fellow Yuree Noh, 
with a pilot survey of 2,000 Kuwaitis begun in 
September with global survey research firm 
Ipsos—Results are forthcoming. The project 
aims to conduct annual surveys of Kuwaiti 
citizens on preferences for reforms in key 
policy areas such as taxation, subsidies, and 
cybersecurity. 

Senior Scholars Build Intellectual Community: 
Fall 2019 Kuwait Foundation Visiting Scholar 
Amy Austin Holmes (AUC) brought her research 
on Kurdish groups in Northeast Syria to the 
public following the dramatic U.S. withdrawal in 
October, with media appearances and testimony 
before Congress. ELI Visiting Scholar Hanan 
Morsy (African Development Bank) visited in 
October to explore collaborations with HKS 
researchers, to be implemented in spring 2020.

Promoting Innovative Public Engagement: 
In May and June, MEI supported the world 
premiere of We Live in Cairo, a musical centered 
on the Egyptian Revolution, at the American 
Repertory Theater. Professor Masoud advised 
the production and brought MEI on board to 
co-host “Act II” conversations with Egypt experts 
following select performances. In October, Ma-
soud hosted writers Daniel and Patrick Lazour 
for an evening of “music and politics” at HKS.

Senior Fellow Rami Khouri led a fall work-
shop-style study group to teach participants 
about the late, Pulitzer Prize-winning Middle 
East correspondent Anthony Shadid’s narrative 
reporting style and how to emulate his craft. 

Supporting Learning in the Region: Professor 
Masoud is developing an HKS course that will 
bring 11 students to the region, fully funded by 
ELI, for three weeks during January 2020 to ex-
amine how public leadership influences develop-
ment trajectories. MEI continues to support Prof. 
Claude Bruderlein’s January course on frontline 
humanitarian negotiation and student research 
and internships—14 in summer, seven in winter. 

MEI looks forward to continuing to foster 
collaborations within a growing community in 
2020 that will benefit student learning, scholarly 
research, and the people of the region themselves.

Middle East Initiative
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Russia Matters

In 2019, Russia Matters (RM) continued to 
generate original, fact-based analysis and promote 
world-class expertise on Russia. The project, whose 
faculty chair is Graham Allison, frequently collab-
orates with the Elbe Group and Belfer’s U.S.-Russia 
Initiative to Prevent Nuclear Terrorism. The Russia 
Matters website offers much to explore—from 
high-quality, evidence-based analysis to rich, 
interactive factual data, weekly press digests and a 
unique Contestable Claims section with rigorous 
fact-checks and in-depth debates on key issues. We 
have also expanded our events section and added 
two new sections: a strategic documents section 
and a resources section listing opportunities for 
study, research, and employment.

In January-October 2019:
• Unique visitors rose by 80% year on year
• Pageviews are up by about 50%

Partners:
• 16 institutional partners
• >20 individual partners

Russia Matters’ weekly news and analysis 
digests have >2,000 subscribers, including:
• >80 U.S. government and military officials
• >60 officials from foreign governments and

international organizations
• >500 from universities worldwide

Social media:
• 1,900 Twitter followers
• 2,300 Facebook followers

Allison has contributed a review of former 
Deputy Secretary of State William Burns’ book 
on American diplomacy to RM and shared his 
impressions from the 2019 Munich Conference 
with our readers. He also moderated an event 
with George Beebe, former director of the 
CIA’s Russia analysis section—one of the 

best-attended events we hosted this year—and 
penned a commentary for The Wall Street 
Journal warning of Russian-Chinese alignment. 

RM has published over 50 exclusive commentaries 
this year, including research papers, issue briefs, 
op-eds, surveys, blog posts and interviews. Recent 
contributors include: Yale’s Thomas Graham; 
Naval War College’s Nikolas Gvosdev; Stimson 
Center co-founder Michael Krepon; the Fletcher 
School’s Chris Miller; Brandeis University’s Gary 
Samore; Center for the National Interest’s Paul 
Saunders; Harvard’s William Tobey; CNA’s Mi-
chael Kofman; and leading Russian scholar Alexey 
Arbatov. These publications have been included on 
syllabi at Georgetown, Harvard, the Middlebury 
Institute and Yale, and have been cited in about 50 
scholarly publications and in congressional testi-
monies. Among RM’s publications, the most read 
is Saradzhyan’s issue brief on the results of Russia’s 
intervention in Ukraine. Part of RM’s mission is 
also to foster a new generation of Russia experts; 
this year’s student associates have co-authored 
or compiled several of the year’s 10 most-read 
commentaries. Saradzhyan has also presented 
his research on Russian-Chinese alignment and 
Russian military interventions, published by RM, 
at conferences and other events at the University of 
Oxford, Science Po, and the Middlebury Institute. 

We have exciting products and plans in the 
works, including: a series of primers on 
U.S.-Russian relations designed for U.S. presi-
dential hopefuls; a first-of-its-kind U.S.-Russian
Track 2 product on cyber “rules of the road”
in collaboration with the Belfer Center’s Cyber
Project and involving the Elbe Group; an
explainer on Russia’s alleged escalate-to-deesca-
late doctrine; an explainer on why Congress has
no stake in normalizing U.S.-Russian relations;
and much more.

Russia Matters’ main aim is to 

improve the understanding of Russia 

and the U.S.-Russian relationship 

among America’s policymakers 

and concerned public. It does so 

by showcasing the best expertise 

on Russia and its relationships 

with the rest of the world by 

providing top-notch analysis, 

relevant factual data and related 

digests of news and analysis. 

Faculty Chair:
Graham allison

Director:
Simon Saradzhyan

Editor:
Natasha Yefimova-Trilling

Editorial Assistant / Web Coordinator:
angelina Flood

The Science, Technology, and Public 

Policy Program applies methods 

drawn from technology assessment, 

political science, economics, 

management, and law to study 

problems where science, technology, 

and policy intersect. The goal is to 

develop and promote policies that 

expand the contribution of science 

and technology to human welfare.

Co-Director:  
John P. Holdren

Co-Director:  
Daniel Schrag

Co-PI, STPP-ENRP India Project and 

Director Emeritus of STPP:  
Venkatesh Narayanamurti

Administrative Assistant:
Patricia McLaughlin

Administrative Coordinator:
Karin L. Vander Schaaf

Webmanager:

Susan M. Lynch

The Science, Technology, and Public Policy 
(STPP) program made good progress in 2019 
on all aspects of its research, training, and 
policy-engagement agenda. 

Energy Technology Innovation and Deep 
Decarbonization  

This work—which links STPP (and within it, 
Managing the Atom), ENRP, and the Harvard 
University Center for Environment—focuses 
on China, India, and the United States. 

The project’s China component—co-led by John 
Holdren, Dan Schrag, and ENRP’s Henry Lee—
has continued its work in partnership with Tsing-
hua University, where this year Holdren became a 
founding member of the International Science and 
Technology Advisory Committee of the School of 
Public Policy and Management. Multiple trips to 
China by Holdren, Schrag, and Lee have advanced 
joint work on electric vehicles, electricity-sector 
restructuring, the policy determinants for deep 
decarbonization in China, and “greening” the Belt 
and Road Initiative. A book by Schrag and Lee on 
the China work is nearing completion, and the 
next workshop with our Chinese collaborators will 
take place at Harvard in April 2020.

The India component of the project—co-led by 
Holdren and Venkatesh Narayanamurti—has 
focused this year on modernizing the Indian 
electricity grid for greater efficiency, and 
strengthening wind and solar capacity. The 
team will travel to India in early April 2020 to 
meet with our partners at the Indian Institute 
of Technology—Delhi and The Energy and 
Resources Institute (TERI, the leading ener-
gy-climate NGO in India). 

The U.S. component of the project is led by 
Holdren. It has been focused this year on track-

ing and evaluating the clean-energy research, 
development, and demonstration efforts of 
the U.S. Department of Energy. The project is 
also assessing public-private-academic energy 
innovation “hubs” set up during the Obama 
Administration, and advocating to expand 
these efforts in light of reports from climate 
scientists showing the clear need for faster 
energy-technology innovation to avoid wholly 
unmanageable levels of climate disruption. 

Narayanamurti has launched a new effort funded 
by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation on ‘What 
factors drive innovation in energy technologies? 
The role of technology spillovers and govern-
ment investment,” with partners at the University 
of Cambridge and the University of Minnesota. 
Case studies are addressing solar photovoltaics, 
Li-ion batteries, and solid-state lighting.

We look forward to building on this momen-
tum in years to come. 

Information Technology and Society

This year the project continued its work, in 
collaboration with the Ash Center and the 
Shorenstein Center, on (i) digital services;  (ii) 
digital politics; and (ii) digital privacy and 
security. Leadership on these topics came from 
Jim Waldo, David Eaves, and Bruce Schneier. 
Work led by Dan Schrag on ethics and policy 
for artificial intelligence also continued in 2019, 
centered around initial meetings of the Council 
for the Responsible Use of Artificial Intelli-
gence, established at STPP to provide a forum 
where representatives from a diverse array of 
industries using AI can come together, along 
with leaders from the public sector and from 
academia, to discuss these issues in a neutral 
space. A meeting in January 2020 will focus on 
an “AI Checklist” developed by the project.

Science, Technology, 
and Public Policy
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The Security and Global Health Project advances 
research on critical health-security nexus threats, 
including bioterrorism, state-sponsored cyber-
attacks on health intelligence data, antimicrobial 
resistance, pandemics, attacks on health systems, 
and climate-related health events. Advancing 
public policy in this domain requires consider-
ation of both global health and security policy 
perspectives and experience. SaGH aims to weave 
these dual perspectives throughout its activities. 

In addition to publication of initial research, 
SaGH looks forward to the continuation of our 
speaker series. The project hosted Rachel Sweet, 
expert on the Ebola crisis, and will welcome 
Peter Hotez,  Beth Cameron, and Mosoka 
Fallah in 2020.

The SaGH Project launched in Spring 2019 by 
initiating case study research into the Ebola 
outbreaks in West Africa and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. The research team included 
students across multiple Harvard schools as 
well as case writers from the Strengthening 
Learning and Teaching Excellence (SLATE) 
initiative. Two policy-focused research projects 
arose out of these case studies including the 
following:  

Weaponization of Health Intelligence: In 
order to advance their geopolitical goals, states 
can manipulate health information, from 
prosecuting health disinformation campaigns 
to directly altering health data. This research 
examines the vulnerabilities of health systems 
to these types of attacks. SaGH, working 
with Belfer Lecturer and technologist Bruce 
Schneier, will publish its first analysis of this 
problem in the upcoming month. SaGH led 
discussions of the preliminary research findings 
at the 2019 World Health Assembly in Geneva. 

Deconflicting Health Security: Health security 
emergencies, like outbreaks, are more likely 
to arise in contexts of armed conflict where 
an array of security actors—peacekeepers, 
intelligence agencies, counterterrorism, and 
military coalitions—may be active.  Sound 
security policymaking must navigate tensions 
between approaches to health security and 
these more traditional security paradigms. 

This project aims to characterize these tensions 
through research, discussion and educational 
activities, in order to generate policy recom-
mendations to reconcile these approaches. In 
addition to developing reviews and reports on 
this topic, activities have included speakers, 
case studies and presentations. Rachel Sweet, 
Assistant Professor at Notre Dame, initiated the 
SaGH speaker series, with her talk on peoples’ 
perceptions of violent perpetrators in the DRC, 
and how this stymies Ebola control measures. 
Working with the SLATE initiative, SaGH 
produced a teaching case on the decision to 
impose a Liberian military-enforced quarantine 
during the Ebola outbreak of 2014. 

SaGH Research Director Margaret 
Bourdeaux taught a session on tensions 
between approaches to health security and 
counterinsurgency in peacekeeping operations 
at the inaugural course A Comprehensive 
Approach to Complex Medical Emergencies at 
the Kofi Annan Peacekeeping Training Center 
in Accra, Ghana, in November 2019. She also 
represented SaGH at the launch of the Global 
Health Security Index in Washington, D.C. in 
October 2019.

Security and Global Health

The Security and Global Health 

Project brings together leading 

experts and practitioners to generate 

policy recommendations for a range 

of critical issues at the nexus of 

health and security, including health 

intelligence, bioterrorism, pandemics, 

armed conflict, climate-related 

disasters, and mass migration.
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The Technology and Public 

Purpose Project works to ensure 

that emerging technologies are 

developed and managed in ways 

that serve the overall public good.

Director:
ash Carter

Executive Director: 
Laura Manley

Research Associate:
bogdan belei

Research Assistant:
Mike Miesen

Research Assistant:
amritha Jayanti

Fellow:
Susan Winterberg

Led by Director and former Secretary of Defense 
Ash Carter, TAPP’s work focuses on three areas: 

Training & Mentorship: Training today’s 
practitioners and tomorrow’s leaders in the 
responsible development and management of 
new technologies.

• Congressional testimony and policymaker 
education: TAPP leadership testified before 
Congress on improving science and tech ca-
pacity in governing institutions. TAPP also 
hosted and participated in congressional 
trainings in Washington and Cambridge.

• Course Offering: Solving Tech’s Public 
Dilemmas: Taught by Ash Carter, this 
foundational course open to students across 
Harvard and MIT identifies and analyzes 
alternative solutions to the dilemmas that 
disruptive technologies pose to society. 

• Emerging Tech Policy Network: A stu-
dent-led study group that meets weekly to 
discuss current tech trends with the goal of 
inspiring the next generation to make tech 
and public purpose a part of their life calling. 

Convening Stakeholders: Convening leaders 
in tech, policy, academia, and civil society to 
develop solutions to the societal dilemmas of 
emerging technologies. 

• Boston Tech Hub Faculty Working Group: 
Co-led by Carter and Frank Doyle, Dean of 
Harvard’s School of Engineering and Applied 
Sciences, the working group convenes more 
than 75 Harvard and MIT faculty and tech 
industry leaders to discuss technology devel-
opments and their policy implications. 2019 
topics included Facial Recognition, Gene 
Drives, Asteroid Mining, and Life Extension.

• Seminars and Community Events: TAPP has 
hosted over a dozen public events throughout 
the year on emerging tech and public purpose 
values including hosting Kara Swisher in the 
IOP Forum, Responsible AI: A Guide to the 
Future, and Altering the Human Genome.

Publishing Leading-Edge Research: 
Conducting world-class research on high-risk 
technologies and frameworks for effective 
development and governance.

• Tech Fact Sheets: The Tech Fact Sheet Series 
are short briefings for non-technical policy 
audiences to understand the applications and 
impacts of emerging technologies. Current 
papers include machine learning, IoT, solar 
geoengineering, and genome editing. 

• Building a 21st Century Congress: Improv-
ing Science and Tech Expertise in Congress: 
TAPP published the first comprehensive 
evaluation of Congress’s S&T demands and 
their available expertise and resources. The 
study recommended major opportunities to 
increase its S&T capacity. 

• Reimagining Investing in Frontier Tech: 
In May 2019, TAPP and HBS co-hosted a 
convening of 70+ early stage tech investors 
to understand their current practices to 
evaluate societal impacts in potential 
investments. Based on this research, TAPP 
is developing societal due diligence tools for 
the early stage tech investment community. 

Upcoming Programming: In 2020, the TAPP 
Project will host our inaugural Tech Spotlight 
event to recognize products, initiatives, and 
policies that demonstrate a commitment to 
public purpose. Learn more at belfercenter.org/
TechSpotlight.

Technology and 
Public Purpose

http://belfercenter.org/TechSpotlight
http://belfercenter.org/TechSpotlight
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U.S.-Russia Initiative to 
Prevent Nuclear Terrorism

Over the past year, the U.S.-Russia Initiative to 
Prevent Nuclear Terrorism (IPNT) continued 
to have a significant impact on the security dia-
logue between Russia and the United States. The 
Initiative has sought to increase awareness and 
urgency concerning the threat from terrorists 
conducting a nuclear attack and aims to induce 
governments to act more effectively to defeat it. 

The Initiative’s members have engaged 
policymakers and shapers involved in 
preventing nuclear terrorism. Graham Allison 
has continued to play a lead role in these 
outreach efforts. Director of the Initiative 
William Tobey has advanced ideas for 
maintaining mutually beneficial cooperation, 
even as the broader U.S.-Russian relationship 
has suffered from Moscow’s aggression in 
Ukraine and interference in U.S. elections. 
Tobey focused his research in 2019 on 
improving nuclear security, co-authoring a 
major report on “Revitalizing Nuclear Security 
in an Era of Uncertainty,” and producing a 
vision for transforming cooperative threat 
reduction to cooperative risk management—
reforming nuclear security cooperation with 
the principles from an established discipline. 
Tobey also co-authored a joint IPNT-Russia 
Matters paper which analyzed drivers of 
radicalization of nationals of Central Asia and 
assessment of whether there was any threat of 
WMD terrorism emanating from this region. 
Assistant Director of the Initiative Simon 
Saradzhyan formulated research questions 
for this paper, which Tobey co-authored with 
Edward Lemon and Vera Mironova. 

In an August commentary, Simon Saradzhyan 
also assessed claims that the risk of a nuclear 
war between the U.S. and Russia are now higher 
than at the height of the Cold War. Saradzhyan 
has also explored Russian-Chinese cooperation 

against terrorism and non-proliferation in an 
academic article on the possibility of an alliance 
between the two countries, which he submitted 
in November 2018 for publication in a peer-re-
viewed journal. Saradzhyan has continued to 
produce newsletters for the Initiative, which 
cover key developments in the sphere of nuclear 
security, including products by the Initiative’s 
members. These newsletters are mailed to 
hundreds of subscribers, including dozens 
of government officials, in addition to being  
posted on the Initiative’s website and promoted 
on social media platforms. 

The Initiative also provided topics and policy 
recommendations related to nuclear security 
for discussion by the Elbe Group of U.S.-Rus-
sian military and intelligence experts.

In the coming year, the Initiative will continue to 
produce newsletters, and it plans to contribute 
to a series of primers that will explore such key 
issues in U.S.-Russian relations as the prevention 
of nuclear war, nuclear proliferation, and nuclear 
terrorism. These primers will be published by 
Russia Matters. Also in cooperation with Russia 
Matters and the Cyber Project, the Initiative 
plans to publish a U.S.-Russian exploratory 
paper on rules of the road for the cyber domain. 
This product will explore whether any such rules 
can be applied to nuclear command and control 
systems and nuclear security domains with the 
view that the Elbe Group might become involved 
in that project.

The US-Russia Initiative to Prevent 

Nuclear Terrorism aims to foster 

the two countries’ cooperation to 

prevent the proliferation of nuclear 

weapons and stop acts of nuclear 

terrorism. Building on existing 

efforts to understand and prevent 

nuclear terrorism, this initiative 

seeks to develop concepts, strategy, 

and actions to prevent a successful 

nuclear attack by terrorists.

Director:  
William H. Tobey

Assistant Director:  
Simon Saradzhyan
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Careers of Service
May 1, 2019: Susan Rice, former U.S. National Security 

Adviser, speaks with students during a Belfer Center Student 
and Fellows session in the Belfer Center Library.
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The Belfer Center
September 2019
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Research, ideas, and 
leadership for a more 
secure, peaceful world. 
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