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Goal of the Initiative: Contribute to improved joint U.S.-Russian assessment of the threat of nuclear 

terrorism and concepts, strategy, and actions to prevent a successful nuclear attack by terrorists. 

 

 
 

NEWS: 
 

 

12th GUMO Guard Kills 8 Fellow Servicemen 

Russian conscript solider Ramil Shamsutdinov and the eight military servicemen whom he shot 

on Oct. 25, 2019 all served in Military Unit No. 54160, which is located in the closed town of 

Gorny and which handles nuclear warheads, according to Novaya Gazeta. The unit is part of the 

12th Main Directorate of the Russian Ministry of Defense (12th GUMO), which is in charge of 

storing and servicing Russia’s nuclear arsenal, according to this Russian weekly.  

According to Kommersant, however, Shamsutdinov and his victims all served in military unit 

No. 14258. The mission of unit No. 14258 is to provide security and logistical support to other 

units located in Gorny, including a 12th GUMO base, which stores and issues nuclear warheads, 

according to the daily. Kommersant cited sources in Shamsutdinov’s unit that say he may have 

fallen victim to hazing by other servicemen. While only 12th GUMO officers reportedly have 

access to the warheads, the aforementioned directorate has continued to rely on conscripts for 

some of its rank-and-file. 

 

 

Russian Nuclear Lab Workers Sentenced for Mining Bitcoin at Work 

A Russian court sentenced engineer Andrei Rybkin to three years and three months in prison for 

using one of Russia’s most powerful supercomputers at a secret nuclear laboratory in the Nizhny 

Novgorod region city of Sarov to mine Bitcoin.  

The Sarov city court published Rybkin’s conviction of illegally accessing computer information, 

violating computer operation rules and spreading a harmful computer virus. The verdict was 

reported by The Moscow Times on Oct. 25, 2019. Rybkin’s accomplice, an employee of the 

Federal Nuclear Center in Sarov named Denis Baykov, was fined the equivalent of $7,000 for 

the same offense, but avoided jail time, according to Newsweek. 

 

 

Prosecutors: Flawed Security at 3 Nuclear Waste Sites in Northern Russia 

The Murmansk branch of the Prosecutor General’s Office has won a suit in a local court to 

require Northwest Radioactive Waste Management Center SevRAO to boost physical security of 

radioactive waste, including spent fuel from submarines, Kommersant reported on Sept. 10, 

2019.  

The local prosecutor’s office had earlier inspected SevRAO’s facilities at Andreyeva Guba, 

Sayda-Guba and Gremikha, establishing that anti-terrorism measures and the physical protection 

of radiation sources stored at these facilities was insufficient, according to the daily.  
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Russia’s Floating NPP to Supply Electricity by 2020 

Russia’s floating nuclear power plant, the Akademik Lomonosov, arrived in September 2019 at 

the port of Pevek in Chukotka after sailing 4,700 kilometers from Murmansk. The NPP is 

reportedly to begin supplying electricity by 2020.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Akademik Lomonosov 

 

Counter-Terrorism Training at Russian Nuclear Facilities 

Russia’s power agencies have conducted a number of counter-terrorism exercises at nuclear 

facilities or closed towns hosting such facilities in 2018-2019, according to the September 2019 

issue of Russian Nuclear Security Update put out by Dmitry Kovchegin. These included an 

exercise at the Angarsk Integrated Electrolysis Chemical Plant in January 2018, an exercise at a 

nuclear icebreaker operated by Atomflot in April 2018, an exercise in the closed town of 

Snezhinsk in August 2018, an exercise at the Afrikantov OKBM Mechanical Engineering 

enterprise in February 2019 and an  exercise at the AEM-technology company in June 2019.   

 

 

Rosatom Academy Designated as Collaborating Center by IAEA 

The IAEA and Rosatom signed an agreement in September 2019, officially designating Rosatom 

Technical Academy as a Collaborating Center in the field of Nuclear Security Knowledge 

Management and Human Resource Development, according to the September 2019 issue of 

Russian Nuclear Security Update put out by Dmitry Kovchegin. More than 1,100 specialists 

from 67 IAEA Member States have participated in training courses taught by the academy’s 

Global Institute of Nuclear Safety and Security since 2004, according to Rosatom’s site. 

 

 

Spent Fuel to Be Removed from Research Reactors in Moscow and St. Petersburg 

The Kurchatov Institute National Research Center in Moscow and the St. Petersburg Nuclear 

Physics Institute will have the spent fuel produced by their research reactors over the course of 

70 years removed, according to an Interfax report cited in the August 2019 issue of Russian 

Nuclear Security Update. The fuel will be transferred to the Mayak nuclear processing facility in 

the Chelyabinsk region and the removal will take three years, according to the report. 
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Ambassador Timerbaev Commemorated 

Ambassador Roland Timerbaev—who passed away in mid-August 2019—was “a true giant— 

both as an arms controller and as a human being,” Harvard Kennedy School Professor Matthew 

Bunn wrote in Arms Control in September 2019. From the 1950s, 

Timerbaev directly supported Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei 

Gromyko on nuclear weapons issues and became best known for his 

key role in negotiating the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, according 

to Professor Bunn. Ambassador Timerbaev was “deeply committed to 

promoting a world in which people could live without the specter of 

nuclear war and nuclear weapons,” according to William Potter, director of the James Martin 

Center for Nonproliferation Studies. 

 

 

Test of a Russian Nuclear-Powered Missile Kills Five, Causes Radiation to Spike 

An August 2019 explosion at Russia’s State Central Navy Testing Range near the Arkhangelsk 

region’s settlement of Nyonoksa killed five Russian scientists and caused radiation levels to 

spike. Russian President Vladimir Putin subsequently told the families of the victims that the 

scientists were testing an "unparalleled" weapon, according to Newsweek. Russia’s state 

meteorological agency Rosgridromet said in a statement on Aug. 26 that it found strontium, 

barium and lanthanum in air and precipitation test samples in nearby Severodvinsk, but added 

that there was no danger to the public at large. The Arkhangelsk regional administration said on 

that 110 medical workers who helped treat victims of the blast have undergone checks and one 

man was found with a low amount of radioactive cesium-137 in his muscle tissue, according to 

AP. International experts believe the explosion involved the Burevestnik nuclear-powered 

missile, which NATO calls the SSC-X-9 Skyfall. “The United States has determined that the 

explosion … was the result of a nuclear reaction that occurred during the recovery of a Russian 

nuclear-powered cruise missile,” U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Thomas DiNanno told 

a United Nations committee on Oct. 10, 2019 according to prepared remarks.  

 

 

Russians View Terrorists as Third Most Probable Source of Nuclear Attack 

When it comes to a nuclear attack on Russia, Russians view terrorist organizations as one of the 

most likely sources of such an attack. This follows from a poll conducted by the Russian Public 

Opinion Research Center in August 2019. The nation-wide poll revealed that some 60 percent of 

respondents said the U.S. poses the “greatest threat to Russia related to the use of nuclear 

weapons,” while 13 percent named China, according to the results released on Aug. 6, 2019. 

Some 11 percent named ISIS or another terrorist organization, while 6 percent chose the U.K. 

and 5 percent believe it could be NATO countries, according to the poll, which allowed multiple 

answers to this question. Some 72 percent of those questioned believe “almost no one” will 

survive a nuclear war, according to the poll. 

 

 

Explosion at Russian Nuclear Vessel Kills 14 

Fourteen Russian navy servicemen were killed in a fire on board a Russian Defense Ministry 

nuclear-powered research vessel off Russia's Arctic coast on July 1, 2019. Of the 14 casualties, 
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seven held the rank of captain 1st rank and two had received the Hero of Russia award. An 

unnamed source in the security forces told the RBC news website the incident took place on the 

AS-31 Losharik, a secretive deep-sea nuclear submarine. The submarine is powered by a single 

five-megawatt nuclear reactor.   

 

 

CNS Reports on Incidents Involving Nuclear and Radioactive Materials 

The James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies (CNS) counted 156 incidents of nuclear or 

other radioactive materials outside of regulatory control occurring in 23 countries in 2018. Since 

CNS began tracking incidents in 2013, researchers have identified a total of 1,040 incidents in 58 

countries, according to a July 2019 report, which CNS produced for the Nuclear Threat Initiative and 

which the latter released on July 24, 2019. 

 

 

IPNT Survey Participants on Need for Countering Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and 

Preventing Nuclear Terrorism 

The U.S.-Russia Initiative to Prevent Nuclear Terrorism and Russia Matters project conducted a 

joint survey of U.S. and Russian experts on the continued weakening of existing nuclear arms 

control regimes and the future of this control. Some of the July 2019 survey’s 

participants found it important to warn that a decline of arms control can 

contribute to an increase in threats such as nuclear terrorism. For instance, Dr. 

Alexey Arbatov, head of the International Security Center at the Russian Institute 

of World Economy and International Relations and a participant in this Initiative, 

stated that eventually “the need for the resumption of bilateral and some formats 

of multilateral arms control will become obvious. However, too much time will have been lost, 

too many new arms and technologies will be unleashed and too little arms control expertise left. 

At best, some forms of marginally effective arms control will eventually be 

revived; at worst, the world will plunge into a quagmire of great powers' 

armed conflicts, nuclear escalations and catastrophic terrorism,” he warned. 

Another Russian participant in this initiative also underscored the need to 

prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons and “minimizing the risk of 

nuclear weapons use.” “The most important issues for arms control are 

nuclear nonproliferation and, in second place, limiting the nuclear weapons 

of other nuclear-armed states,” stated Gen. Pavel Zolotarev, Supervisor of Military and Political 

Studies at the Institute for U.S. and Canadian Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences.  

 

 

Armenian National Detained for Possession of Radioactive Materials 

Georgian state security service agents detained an Armenian citizen on July 11 on suspicion of 

possessing radioactive substances, Armenpress reported. According to Georgian investigators, 

the suspect tried to transfer the radioactive isotope thorium 232, packaged in four packs, from 

Armenia to Russia via Georgia.  
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Research Article Says Radioactive Cloud Likely Originated in Russia 
A research article published in July 2019 concluded that the radioactive cloud that drifted over 

Europe in 2017 likely originated in Russia, possibly from the Mayak nuclear processing facility 

located in the Urals region. The article was written by 69 researchers and was published the 

PNAS journal, RFE/RL reported. 

 

 

Argentina Hosted Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism  

The U.S. and Russia issued a statement on the 11th senior-level Plenary Meeting of the Global 

Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism (GICNT), which they co-chaired in Buenos Aires on 

June 5-7, 2019. The meeting welcomed the U.N. Office of Counter-Terrorism as an official 

observer organization. The co-chairs also introduced the Kingdom of Morocco as the new 

coordinator for 2019-2021. The statement said U.S. and Russian delegations were led 

respectively by Christopher A. Ford and Mikhail Kondratenkov. Russia’s Foreign Ministry 

issued a short statement on the event, saying that Moscow sent a “representative inter-agency 

delegation.” 

 

 

Luxembourg Forum: It’s Vital for US and Russia to Intensify Cooperation to Combat 

Nuclear Terrorism 

Participants of a conference organized by the International Luxembourg Forum in Rome in June 

2019 adopted a statement in which they urge re-doubling efforts to prevent nuclear terrorism, 

underscoring the need for cooperation between the U.S. and Russia in that sphere. The statement 

warns that the new arms race can “encourage further proliferation of nuclear arms and increase 

the risk of these falling into the hands of terrorist organizations.” “Of utmost importance for the 

enhancement of the global nuclear non-proliferation and nuclear security regime is for all 

responsible states to further strengthen international treaties and conventions to deter and combat 

the threat of nuclear terrorism … In this context it is vital for the U.S. and Russia to intensify 

their cooperation to combat nuclear terrorism,” according to the final document adopted by the 

participants, who included: Dr. Alexey Arbatov; Gen. Vladimir Dvorkin, chairman of the 

Organizing Committee of the International Luxembourg 

Forum and Principal Researcher at the Primakov National 

Research Institute of World Economy and International 

Relations; and Gen. Viktor Esin, Leading Researcher at the 

Institute for U.S. and Canadian Studies. Dr. Arbatov, Gen. 

Dvorkin and Gen. Esin participate in the U.S.-Russia 

Initiative to Prevent Nuclear Terrorism.  
       Dvorkin                     Esin 

 

 

Hecker Assesses Probability of Radiological and Nuclear Terrorism  

Professor Siegfried Hecker of Stanford University has recorded his take on the probability of the 

materialization of various scenarios of nuclear and radiological terrorism for a new educational 

website on U.S.-Russian relations launched by Carnegie Corporation of New York. In his view, 

detonation of a dirty bomb by non-state actors is “much more likely” than an act of nuclear 
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terrorism, which would produce a nuclear yield. “I am worried about the 

second radiological attack. The first one we don’t know exactly how to stop,” 

Dr. Hecker said. “Both the United States and Russia have a strong interest in 

keeping these materials out of the hands of terrorists and other non-state actors 

who could use them to build a dirty bomb,” according to the multimedia site, 

which Carnegie Corporation launched in June  2019.   

 

 

Italy Hands Over a Ship to Russian Nuclear Waste Management Company 

Italy’s Cantiere Navale Vittoria shipbuilder has completed construction of a $8.9 million tugboat 

designed to participate in dismantling decommissioned Russian nuclear submarines moored in 

the Barents Sea, according to a May 28 2019 report by Seanews.ru The tugboat, which was 

dubbed “Rome-Moscow,” has been delivered to Russia’s SevRAO enterprise, which is 

responsible for the management and disposal of nuclear waste in northern Russia.  

 

 

Tributes to Senator Lugar  

Sen. Richard Lugar passed away on April 28, 2019. Together with his legislative partner, Sen. 

Sam Nunn, Sen. Lugar “imagined the unimaginable,” director of the 

Initiative William Tobey wrote in his commemoration of the late U.S. 

statesman. “He championed a program to provide assistance to military 

forces in the former Soviet republics holding tens of thousands of 

nuclear, chemical and biological weapons aimed at the United States 

and our allies, shortly after America’s existential enemy, the Soviet 

Union, expired,” Mr. Tobey wrote of Sen. Lugar. “By doing the 

impossible, Dick and Sam prevented the unthinkable,” director of the 

Belfer Center Ashton Carter wrote of Sens. Lugar and Nunn in his tribute. 

 

 

Elbe Group Calls for U.S.-Russian Cooperation against Terrorism 

U.S. and Russian members of the Elbe Group met in Reykjavik, Iceland in March 2019 to 

discuss strategic stability, cyber security, counter terrorism, the Middle East, questions related to 

nuclear security, the status of the Iran nuclear agreement, the future of nuclear nonproliferation 

and Arctic issues. The participants agreed on specific recommendations to help improve U.S.-

Russian bilateral relations by increasing dialogue and channels of communication across the 

entire spectrum of national security establishments, including military, intelligence, diplomatic 

and other relevant organizations, according to an account of the meeting published by the Belfer 

Center. “The Elbe Group is resolved to increase joint deconfliction and coordination efforts to 

operate in unified campaign to defeat radical Islamic terrorism,” according to the joint statement, 

which participants of the meeting adopted at the end of their meeting. 

The statement states that the U.S.-Russian efforts to deconflict operations against ISIS in Syria 

can serve as a basis for broader efforts to combat terrorism and calls for creation of a broad 

international antiterrorist coalition in the entire Middle East region and for reduction of the threat 

of terrorism from the Afghanistan-Pakistan region. The group’s members also support U.S.-

Russian efforts to cooperate against terrorist groups to raise funds, recruit new members and 
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carry out terrorist activity around the globe. The Russian participants in the meeting included 

former Deputy Prime Minister 

and Interior Minister Anatoly 

Kulikov and former head of 

the General Staff’s then Main 

Intelligence Directorate 

Valentin Korabelnikov. The 

American delegates included 

former director of the Belfer 

Center’s Intelligence and 

Defense Project, Rolf Mowatt-

Larssen, and Belfer Center 

associate Gen. Kevin Ryan 

who both participate in the 

U.S.-Russia Initiative to 

Prevent Nuclear Terrorism.  

The members of the Elbe Group are senior retired military and intelligence flag officers, all of 

whom have strong connections back to their governments. 

 

 

Belfer Center Experts on Combatting Complacency about Nuclear Terrorism  

Professor Matthew Bunn, Nickolas Roth and William Tobey warned against complacency about 

the threat of nuclear terrorism in a policy brief published by the Belfer Center in March 2019. 

The authors, all of whom work at the Belfer Center, write that the 

belief that nuclear and radiological terrorism threats are minimal and 

existing security measures are sufficient to address them is the 

fundamental barrier to strengthening nuclear security. The brief 

offers four concrete recommendations on how to combat this 

complacency, including: exposing the threat; establishing regular 

sharing of incidents and lessons learned; conducting creative, 

realistic vulnerability assessment; and conducting intelligence 

agency dialogues. The same recommendations appeared among 

many others in an earlier and longer report by the same authors, 

which the Belfer Center published in January 2019. Entitled 

“Revitalizing Nuclear Security in an Era of Uncertainty,” the 218-page report emphasizes that 

“few tasks could be more important than keeping nuclear weapons and their essential ingredients 

out of terrorist hands.” 

 

 

Russia’s Nuclear Safety Institute Hosted an NNSA Delegation 
The Nuclear Safety Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences hosted an NNSA delegation on 

March 20, 2019, according to a press release posted on the Moscow-based organization’s 

website. The statement said the NNSA proposed the meeting and that the American delegation 

included specialists from the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory and the Lawrence 

Livermore National Laboratory. The Russian and U.S. participants noted that it is “possible to 
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start searching for new areas of cooperation to improve nuclear safety worldwide within the 

framework of inter-academic cooperation between the two countries,” the statement said. 

 

 

 

Belarus Establishes Radiological Forensics Unit 

The Belarusian State Committee of Forensic Enquiries has formed a special radiological 

forensics unit for working on ionizing radiation sources, Belarusian TV reported on March 20, 

2019. The unit’s specialists were dispatched to help investigate the origins of five kilograms of 

radioactive substances found in a “bucket” in Minsk in mid-March, according to the report.  

 

 

Two Men Detained in Georgia for Allegedly Trying to Sell Uranium 

Two men in Georgia have been arrested for allegedly attempting to sell uranium, a potential 

ingredient in a radioactive "dirty bomb,” RFE/RL reported. State Security Service investigator 

Savle Motiashvili told reporters in Tbilisi on March 13, 2019, that the suspects had been arrested 

in the southwestern city of Kobuleti. According to Motiashvili, the suspects had just over 40 

grams of radioactive uranium 238 and planned to sell it for $2.8 million to an unspecified buyer, 

RFE/RL reported. 

 

 

Western and Russian Nuclear Safety Experts Met in Helsinki 

U.S., Russian and European nuclear safety and security experts met in Helsinki in mid-December 

to discuss ways of preventing radioactive materials from getting into the hands of terrorists, 

Finland’s Uutiset media outlet reported in January 2019. The meeting was proposed by the U.S. 

National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine, according to the outlet.  

 

 

U.S. Adopts New Strategy for Countering of WMD Terrorism 

The Donald Trump administration has unveiled a new National Strategy for Countering WMD 

Terrorism. The December 2018 document calls for continuous pressure against 

WMD-capable terrorist groups, enhanced security for dangerous materials throughout the world, 

and increased burden sharing among America’s foreign partners. The strategy asserts that the 

United States will draw on the full range of America’s and partner nations’ capabilities to place 

WMD and associated materials and expertise beyond the reach of terrorists, but it contains no 

explicit references to Russia or Eurasia. 

 

 

HEU Removed from Nigeria  

The U.S. National Nuclear Security Administration announced the successful removal of "the 

last known HEU from Nigeria." The material, "more than 1 kg [kilogram]" of HEU, was 

supplied to the NIRR-1 research reactor by China, IPFM reported in December 2018. Nuclear 

experts from China, Britain and Norway, as well as Czech and Russian contractors, participated 

in the removal of HEU from the reactor, which is located in the Kaduna region of Nigeria, 

Defense News reported in January 2019. 

http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/project/62/usrussia_initiative_to_prevent_nuclear_terrorism.html
http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/sites/rus/
https://www.tvr.by/news/obshchestvo/spetsialnoe_podrazdelenie_po_rabote_s_istochnikami_ioniziruyushchego_izlucheniya_sformirovano_v_gosk/
https://www.vesti.ru/doc.html?id=3126382&cid=8
https://www.rferl.org/a/two-georgian-men-arrested-for-alleged-attempt-to-sell-uranium-238/29819225.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/two-georgian-men-arrested-for-alleged-attempt-to-sell-uranium-238/29819225.html
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/novosti/v_khelsinki_proshla_vstrecha_rossiiskikh_i_amerikanskikh_spetsialistov_po_voprosam_bezopasnosti_radioaktivnykh_materialov/10556622
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/20181210_National-Strategy-for-Countering-WMD-Terrorism.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/20181210_National-Strategy-for-Countering-WMD-Terrorism.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/nnsa/articles/nnsa-removes-all-highly-enriched-uranium-nigeria
http://fissilematerials.org/blog/2018/12/all_heu_removed_from_nige.html
https://www.defensenews.com/news/pentagon-congress/2019/01/14/how-the-us-and-china-collaborated-to-get-nuclear-material-out-of-nigeria-and-away-from-terrorist-groups/
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Can Threat Emanating from Jihadists of Central Asia Have a WMD Dimension? 

The U.S.-Russia Initiative to Prevent Nuclear Terrorism in cooperation with the Russia Matters 

project published a paper analyzing the drivers of radicalization of 

Central Asian nationals and assessed whether there was any threat of 

WMD terrorism emanating from this region. “Much work needs to 

be done to provide better security for the radiological sources in use 

in Central Asia,” according to the paper. However, the “CBRN 

threat vectors involving Central Asia appear not to pose an imminent 

peril,” according to the December 2018 research paper.  

Director of the Initiative William Tobey conducted the assessment 

of WMD threats for the paper while Kennan Institute Fellow at the 

Daniel Morgan Graduate School Edward Lemon and Harvard's 

Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies associate Vera 

Mironova focused on the analysis of the radicalization drivers. 

Assistant director of the Initiative Simon Saradzhyan formulated research questions for this 

paper and wrote the foreword. 

 

 

SIPRI Warns of Complacency in Black Sea Region 

Some of the most significant known cases of illicit trafficking of nuclear materials have taken 

place in the wider Black Sea region, according to a new SIPRI paper released in December 2018,  

Yet, most countries in the region have not significantly changed their national nuclear security 

risk assessments, according to SIPRI. 

 

 

NTI and CENESS on Radiological Risks in Central Asia 

“Central Asia is home to thousands of radioactive sources … if these sources escape regulatory 

control, they could be used to build radioactive dispersion 

devices, more commonly known as ‘dirty bombs,’” according to 

a December 2018 report by the Nuclear Threat Initiative and the 

Moscow-based Center for Energy and Security Studies.  

Sustained regional dialogue between all stakeholders—including 

regulatory, customs, border security and energy authorities, as 

well as international partners—is needed to effectively address 

the challenge of radioactive source security in Central Asia, 

according to the report. 

 

 

EAS on Importance of Combatting of Nuclear Terrorism 

The 18-country East Asia Summit, which brought together all 10 ASEAN members plus 

Australia, China, India, Japan, South Korea, New Zealand, Russia and the U.S. in November 

2018, agreed to do more to tackle returning foreign fighters, beef up cyber security and ensure 

the safe and secure use, storage and transport of nuclear and other radioactive materials, 

http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/project/62/usrussia_initiative_to_prevent_nuclear_terrorism.html
http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/sites/rus/
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/jihadists-ex-soviet-central-asia-where-are-they-why-did-they-radicalize-what-next
https://www.sipri.org/publications/2018/sipri-policy-papers/nuclear-security-black-sea-region-contested-spaces-national-capacities-and-multinational-potential
https://www.nti.org/newsroom/news/preventing-dirty-bomb-terrorism-new-nti-ceness-report-highlights-central-asian-republics-commitment-preventing-radiological-risks/
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according to The Straits Times. “EAS Leaders reaffirmed their support for efforts at the national, 

regional and international levels to promote nuclear disarmament, nuclear non-proliferation and 

peaceful uses of nuclear energy, and the importance of nuclear security to combating nuclear 

terrorism,” the summit participants said in one of their statements. 

 

 

NNSA Plan to Complete Monitoring in Russia under PMDA in 2019-2023  

The NNSA’s fiscal year 2019 Strategic Plan to Reduce Global Nuclear Threats provides for the 

completion of annual monitoring visits in Russia under the terms of the U.S.-Russia Plutonium 

Production Reactor Agreement in fiscal years 2019-2023. Some of the NNSA’s International 

Material Protection and Cooperation funds will be used to close out remaining work with Russia, 

according to the plan. Also, the U.S. effort to equip Russian sites with radiation detection 

systems is to be completed in fiscal year 2022, according to the 2018 document. 

 

 

NOTABLE STATEMENTS ON NUCLEAR TERRORISM AND NUCLEAR 

SECURITY: 

 
 IAEA director Rafael Grossi: “The existence of nuclear material inevitably draws malevolent 

interest from terrorists and other criminals. It is vital that we remain ahead of the curve in 

guarding against nuclear terrorism.” (IAEA, December 2, 2019) 

 Ferenc Dalnoki-Veress, scientist at James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies: “With 

modern weapons-grade uranium, terrorists would have a good chance of setting off a high-

yield explosion simply by dropping one half of the material onto the other half.” (Cnet, 

August 15, 2019) 

 Deputy Secretary of the Russian Security Council Yuri Kokov: "A number of trends in the 

tactics of international terrorist organizations deserve special attention and analysis. First of 

all, it concerns the incessant attempts to gain access to information on manufacturing of 

nuclear, chemical and biological weapons, their increased attention to issues related to the 

possibility of using pathogenic biological agents and toxic chemicals for terrorist purposes.” 

(TASS, June 19, 2019) 

 Mikhail Gorbachev: “Nuclear weapons could fall into the hands of terrorists. And who 

knows what other ‘surprises’ these weapons have in store for us? Those who believe nuclear 

weapons can save the world from war should recall the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis.” (Wall 

Street Journal, April 30, 2019) 

 Worldwide Threat Assessment produced by U.S. intelligence leaders: “The post-World War 

II international system is coming under increasing strain amid continuing cyber and WMD 

proliferation threats, competition in space, and regional conflicts.” (DNI.gov, January 29, 

2019) 

 U.S. National Intelligence Strategy: “The enduring and evolving nature of the threat, to 

include the threat of WMD terrorism, means that the IC [intelligence community] must 

continue to pursue innovative approaches to collection and analysis to ensure 

counterterrorism efforts remain effective, efficient and fully integrated.” (DNI.gov, January 

22, 2019) 

http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/project/62/usrussia_initiative_to_prevent_nuclear_terrorism.html
http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/sites/rus/
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/east-asia-summit-members-to-boost-security-cooperation
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjSlov7la7mAhXiTN8KHf3gAgMQFjAAegQIARAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fasean.org%2Fstorage%2F2018%2F11%2FEAS-Leaders-Statement-on-Nuclear-Radioactive-Materials.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2LxqfUoTZaOZDX7Sl7qE-m
https://www.energy.gov/nnsa/downloads/prevent-counter-and-respond-strategic-plan-reduce-global-nuclear-threats-npcr
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/statements/director-general-designates-statement-to-second-special-session-of-the-iaea-general-conference
https://www.cnet.com/features/nuclear-weapons-are-spreading-this-plutonium-scientist-is-trying-to-stop-that/
https://tass.ru/politika/6565452
https://www.wsj.com/
https://www.wsj.com/
https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/2019-ATA-SFR---SSCI.pdf
https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/National_Intelligence_Strategy_2019.pdf
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 U.S. President Donald Trump in his introduction to National Strategy for Countering WMD 

Terrorism: “We must assume that the most fanatical of these [terrorist] groups will gravitate 

toward weapons of mass destruction.” (The White House, December 14, 2018) 

 NNSA’s Strategic Plan to Reduce Global Nuclear Threats: “Despite the advances made 

through arms control agreements, export controls and other efforts, nuclear proliferation and 

nuclear terrorism remain serious threats to the security of the United States and its allies.” 

(NNSA, November 2018) 

 

 

PHOTO CREDITS: 
Photograph of the Akademik Lomonosov floating NPP by Rosatom; photograph of Roland 

Timerbaev by Belfer Center;  photograph of Richard Lugar by the U.S. Department of Defense, 

photograph of Alexei Arbatov by The Primakov Institute of World Economy and International 

Relations;  photograph by Pavel Zolotarev and Viktor Esin by the Institute for U.S. and Canadian 

Studies; photograph of Vladimir Dvorkin by the Carnegie Moscow Center; photograph of 

Siegfried Hecker by the U.S. Department of State; photograph of the Elbe Group by the Elbe 

Group. 
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The Working Group of the U.S.-Russia Initiative to Prevent Nuclear Terrorism includes the 

following institutions: 

В рабочей группе по осуществлению Американо-Российской инициативы по 

предотвращению ядерного терроризма состоят следующие организации:  

 

- Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, John F. Kennedy School of Government, 

Harvard University [W. Tobey, william_tobey@hks.harvard.edu, 1-617-496-0518] 

- Белферовский центр науки и международных отношений Института 

государственного управления имени Джона Ф. Кеннеди Гарвардского университета. 

[Уильям Тоби, william_tobey@hks.harvard.edu, 1-617-496-0518] 

 

- Center for International Security, Institute for World Economy and International Relations, 

Russian Academy of Sciences [imemoran@imemo.ru, 7-499-120-52-36] 

- Центр международной безопасности, Институт мировой экономики и международных 

отношений, Российская академия наук [imemoran@imemo.ru, 7-499-120-52-36] 

 

- Center for International Security and Cooperation, Freeman Spogli Institute for International 

Studies, Stanford University [Dr. S. Hecker, shecker@stanford.edu, 1-650-725-6468] 

- Центр международной безопасности и сотрудничества Института международных дел 

имени Фримана Спогли Стэнфордского университета [Доктор наук З. Хекер, 

shecker@stanford.edu, 1-650-725-6468] 

 

- Institute for the U.S. and Canadian Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences [Dr. S. Rogov, 

pa.to.rogov@rambler.ru, 7-495-691-11-66] 

- Институт США и Канады, Российская академия наук [Доктор наук С. Рогов, 

mailto:pa.to.rogov@rambler.ru, 7-495-691-11-66] 
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