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SUBNATIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE
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BACKGROUND AND MOTIVATION

Climate change is a global commons problem and, as such, requires cooperation at the highest jurisdictional
level — that is, international cooperation among national governments — if it is to be adequately addressed.
However, national governments acting independently, as well as subnational governments, can also sig-
nificantly advance efforts to mitigate climate change. Provinces and municipalities around the world have
undertaken initiatives — sometimes working together across national boundaries — to reduce greenhouse-gas
emissions. This includes jurisdictions in the largest-emitting countries — China, the United States, and India
— as well as in the European Union.

This workshop will examine subnational climate-change policy in China. For the purpose of these discus-
sions, the topic includes how Chinese provinces and municipalities work with the central government to
implement policy — and challenges to such cooperation. Participants will focus to a considerable degree on
the implementation of China’s national carbon-pricing system, including approaches to integrating the pilot
programs into the national system and the role of provinces in implementation more generally. Participants
will also address subnational dimensions of other policy approaches to reducing greenhouse-gas emissions.

This workshop is part of larger initiative of the Harvard Project on Climate Agreements examining — and, to
the extent feasible, comparing — subnational climate-change policy in China and India. Indeed, there will be
one session in this workshop comparing China with India, as well as with the United States and Canada.

The Harvard Project on Climate Agreements is grateful to Tsinghua University’s Institute of Energy, Envi-
ronment, and Economy, directed by Professor Zhang Xiliang, for co-sponsoring and hosting this workshop.
The Harvard Project is also grateful to the Harvard Global Institute (HGI) for support for the broader initia-
tive. HGI supports research initiatives that deepen Harvard’s international engagement and promote schol-
arship to address pressing global challenges, such as climate change, migration, and transnational relations.
HGI’s geographical focus has been on China and, more recently, India.

The Harvard Project on Climate Agreements, established in 2007, seeks to identify and advance scientifically
sound, economically sensible, and politically pragmatic public policy options for addressing global climate
change. Drawing upon leading thinkers from around the world, the Harvard Project conducts research on
policy architecture, key design elements, and institutional dimensions of international, national, and subna-
tional climate-change policy.
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AGENDA

Location of all workshop sessions:

Wenjin Hotel, Fourth Floor, Shoushan Room,
Tsinghua Science Park, Chengfu Road, Haidian District, Beijing
Adjacent to the South Gate of Tsinghua University

Thursday, July 18

10:30 — 11:10 am Welcome, framing, and self-introductions

JIANG Zhaoli
Deputy Director General, Climate Change Department,
Ministry of Ecology and Environment

Robert STAVINS

Director, Harvard Project on Climate Agreements
HE Jiankun
Deputy Director, National Experts Committee on Climate Change
11:10 - 11:50 am  Status update on climate-change policy in China
National carbon pricing system:
ZHANG Xiliang

Broader climate-change policy — and related environmental and energy policy:

QI Ye

11:50 am — 12:10 pm Responses
JIANG Zhaoli
ZHANG Jianyu

12:10 — 12:45 pm Discussion

12:45 — 1:45 pm Lunch



1:45 — 2:45 pm

2:45 — 3:15 pm
3:15 — 3:45 pm

3:45 — 4:30 pm

4:30 — 4:50 PM

4:50 — 5:30 pm

6:30 — 8:30 pm

Perspectives on subnational climate-change policy — and related environmental

and energy policy — in China
Michael DAVIDSON
QI Shaozhou
TAN Xianchun
Christine WONG

Discussion
Break

Subnational climate change policy in comparative context
India: Radhika KHOSLA

Canada: Katie SULLIVAN

United States: Robert STAVINS

Responses
CHAI Qimin
TENG Fei

Discussion

Reception and dinner
Hosted by the Environmental Defense Fund China Program

1911 Restaurant
2d floor, Sohu.com internet plaza

Walking directions and map will be provided at the workshop



Friday, July 19
Tsinghua University

Central-provincial relations in China’s national carbon-pricing system

9:00 — 9:30 am Integration of national system with provincial/municipal pilots
Valerie KARPLUS
MEI Dewen

9:30 — 10:00 am Subnational implementation pathways for the national pricing system:
Challenges and opportunities

Gorild HEGGELUND
WU Libo

10:00 — 10:20 am Responses
TIAN Qi
ZENG Xuelan

10:20 — 10:50 am Break
10:50 — 11:45 am Discussion

11:45 am — 12:00 pm Closing observations, discussion, and next steps
Robert STAVINS
ZHANG Xiliang

12:00 — 14:00 pm  Optional Lunch
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PARTICIPANTS

CHAI Qimin SRS

Director of International Cooperation

National Center for Climate Change Strategy and International
Cooperation

Ministry of Ecology and Environment

Michael DAVIDSON
Post-Doctoral Research Fellow
Harvard Kennedy School

HE Jiankun {A/ELH

Deputy Director
National Experts Committee of Climate Change

Gorild HEGGELUND
Senior Research Fellow
Fridtjof Nansen Institute

JIANG Zhaoli FEJKHE

Deputy Director General

Climate Change Department
Ministry of Ecology and Environment

Valerie KARPLUS

Class of 1943 Career Development Assistant Professor of
Global Economics and Management

MIT Sloan School of Management

Nathaniel KEOHANE
Senior Vice President, Climate
Environmental Defense Fund

Radhika KHOSLA

Research Director

Oxford India Centre for Sustainable Development, Somerville
College

University of Oxford

MEI DewenffE3C

President
China Beijing Environment Exchange

QI ShaozhouFF+ 23

Professor, Department of World Economy
Economics and Management School
Wuhan University

al Ye i

Cheung Kong Professor of Environmental Policy and Management
School of Public Policy and Management
Tsinghua University

10

Robert STAVINS

Director, Harvard Project on Climate Agreements

A.J. Meyer Professor of Energy and Economic Development
Harvard Kennedy School

Robert STOWE
Co-Director
Harvard Project on Climate Agreements

Katie SULLIVAN
Managing Director
International Emissions Trading Association

TAN Xianchun ﬁi%

Professor, Institute of Science and Development
Chinese Academy of Sciences

TENG Fei %

Associate Professor

Institute of Energy, Environment and Economy
Tsinghua University

TIAN Qi FH A

Director, Department of Climate Change, Hubei Ecology and
Environment Bureau

Ministry of Ecology and Environment

WANG Py

Associate Professor

Institute of Science and Development
Chinese Academy of Sciences

Christine WONG

Professor of Chinese Studies
Director, Centre for Contemporary
Chinese Studies

University of Melbourne

WU Libo SR
Professor, Department of World Economy
School of Economics, Fudan University

ZENG Xvelon FF =
Director of Guangdong Research Center for Climate Change
Ministry of Ecology and Environment

ZHANG Jianyu TRERF
Vice President, China
Environmental Defense Fund

ZHANG Xiliang K75 B

Professor, Management Science and Engineering
Director, Institute of Energy, Environment, and Economy
Tsinghua University

ZHOU Li FEITH

Associate Professor, Institute of Energy, Environment and Economy
Deputy Director, China Carbon Market Center
Tsinghua University
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