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MISSION

▸ Plastic Pollution Coalition is a 
growing global alliance of 
individuals, organizations, 
businesses, and policymakers 
working toward a world free 
of plastic pollution and its 
toxic impacts on humans, 
animals, waterways, the 
ocean, and the environment.



PLASTIC POLLUTION COALITION

▸ Founded in 2009

▸1100+ member organizations and businesses in 60+ countries

▸Members include Algalita, 5 Gyres, Greenpeace, The Girl Scouts of 
America, The Teamsters, Environmental Working Group,  Breast 
Cancer Fund, Food Packaging Forum, Upstream +many more...

▸150+ Notable Coalition Ambassadors, including two former Presidents

▸ Founding member of global movement #breakfreefromplastic 



THE PROBLEM: THERE IS NO “AWAY”

▸8 million metric tons of plastic enter the ocean annually.

▸Plastics’ largest market is single-use packaging.

▸Plastics are a source of greenhouse gases, contributing to climate 
change at every step in their life cycle from extraction to waste 
management.

▸ Plastics are a source of toxic chemicals, contributing to negative 
human health impacts at every step of existence.

▸Plastic pollution is an urgent global crisis.



HEALTH IMPACTS

▸ Chemicals in plastics are known 
to mimic estrogen activity and 
linked to cancer, infertility, 
obesity, diabetes, and many 
other diseases. 

▸ Bisphenols, phthalates, and PVC 
act as endocrine disruptors.

▸ Tiny pieces of plastic, (aka 

microplastics) have been 

found in seafood, drinking 

water, beer, table salt, and 

seafood, human feces.





BY 2050, THERE COULD 
BE MORE PLASTIC THAN 
FISH IN THE OCEAN (by 
weight).

Ellen MacArthur Foundation
New Plastics Economy



RECYCLING ISN’T 
THE ANSWER
▸Recent research estimates 

that at least 91 percent of 
plastic isn't recycled.

▸The U.S. plastic recycling rate 
estimates project from 9.1% in 
2015 to 4.4% in 2018. 



DROPPING RECYCLING RATES

▸Plastic waste generation is increasing worldwide. 

▸U.S. exports, previously counted as recycled, have cratered due to 
China’s ban.

▸Costs of plastic recycling are increasing. 

▸Plastic production expansion is keeping the prices of new plastics 
comparatively low. 



GLOBAL PLASTIC 
PRODUCTION

Global plastic production is skyrocketing at a time when we 

must be reducing plastic production.

Fossil fuels provide the primary material for plastic production, 

the US shale gas boom has fueled a massive influx of 

investment in new and expanded infrastructure. 

But governments around the world have agreed to phase out 

fossil fuels, which will make production more expensive. 

Millenial and Gen Z consumers are demanding an end to 

disposable plastics.

Citizens are  seeking bans  or taxes.

United Nations is undertaking an international campaign to 

reduce marine plastic pollution. 





Brand audits by Break Free From Plastic 
revealed 2019 top global polluters as: 

Coca Cola, Nestle, PepsiCo



COMPOUNDING THE PROBLEM: 
SACHETS  OR TRIAL SIZE

▸ In many emerging markets around the world, one-time-use 
sachets and packets often used for personal care and food 
products have overwhelmed waste collection and management 
systems.

▸ Sachets are made with a mixture of plastic and other materials 
bonded together in layers and are not recyclable.



FALSE SOLUTION: 
More recyclability and recycled 
content

● More than 90% of the plastic ever produced has not been recycled.

● Plastic is far more likely to end up in landfills, incinerators, or the environment than 

to be recycled.

● Recycling systems have failed to deliver on the promise to recover enough material 

to reduce demand for virgin plastic or ensure proper disposal.

● Inherent difficulties in recycling because of the nature of plastics, mixture of 

plastics, and enormous amount produced.

● Nevertheless, corporate commitments have focused overwhelmingly on increasing 

recyclability or recycled content.



FALSE SOLUTION: 
Replacing plastic packaging with 
“bioplastic”

● Bioplastic is a confusing term for consumers and can mean bio-based, 

biodegradable, compostable, or even fossil-fuel based.

● Coca Cola, Danone, Nestle, PepsiCo and others are using bioplastic in some of 

their products, and these are increasingly marketed as biodegradable.

● Bio-based plastic: made from plant material, but currently most still includes fossil 

fuel-based plastic. These agricultural crops compete with food crops and drive land 

use change.

● Biodegradable plastics: Temperature and pressure conditions needed to degrade 

bioplastics are rarely met under natural conditions.

● Compostable plastic is engineered to decompose under conditions found in 

industrial facilities not available in many places, not in home compost bins.



FALSE SOLUTION: 
Chemical recycling

● Despite high-profile investment and promotion as a solution, chemical recycling is 

expensive and inefficient, and there are serious concerns about emissions of 

hazardous chemicals and intensive use of energy in the various chemical recycling 

processes. 

● Neither the US nor the EU has coherent regulations or agreed definitions for these 

technologies as a group.

● Investment in new chemical recycling infrastructure will ‘lock in’ demand for plastic 

waste.

● PepsiCo and Procter & Gamble have joined the Alliance to End Plastic Waste, a 

partnership of mostly plastics and petrochemical producers which aims to raise 

$1.5 billion to improve recycling and waste management infrastructure and develop 

recycling technologies, including chemical recycling (although these are small 

investments compared to the $180 billion investment into the expansion of plastic 

production).



EXTENDED PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY

▸ We need Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) , a policy approach 
under which producers are given a significant responsibility – financial 
and/or physical – for the treatment or disposal of post-consumer 
products.

▸ And Circular Economy models

▸ the Reuse and Refill revolutions are coming!



What’s the real 
solution?

REUSE & 
REFILL



There are reuse solutions happening 
everywhere, and the movement is growing!

People, communities, progressive businesses, and local governments are
taking the lead … from zero-waste shops, markets full of veggies and
grains, innovating startups and common sense reusables, the “Reuse
Revolution” is underway!



REFILL

▸ About the same size as a standard soft-
drink vending machine, EcoPod and 
Algramo refills multiple products from 
a single station. 

▸ Users simply bring their containers to 
the dispensaries, select their desired 
refill product, and place bottles in the 
correct dispensing area. All products 
are immediately ready for use.



Plastic Pollution Coalition works to amplify all the 
great work already happening 

● Plastic Pollution Coalition’s Musica Festival Refill Revolution
● Greenpeace’s Reuse Revolution
● Nov 6th Global Refill Day
● GAIA Zero Waste Cities
● City to Sea Refill app
● Enviu Zero Waste Living Lab
● Plastic-Free lifestyle experts
● Zero waste shops, farmers markets
● And MORE!



THE CHALLENGE

▸ Long-term solutions - Full transition away from plastic packaging 
and towards packaging materials that are:

▸Refillable

▸Reusable

▸Truly Recyclable or Biodegradable

▸Non-toxic for the health of humans, animals, the ocean, and 
the environment



Plastic Pollution Coalition, Greenpeace and our 

allies in the BreakFreeFromPlastic movement

are asking….

Be transparent and open about the amount of plastics they use. 

Commit to REDUCE and ultimately phase out plastic packaging. 

Be truly innovative; think beyond plastics and find new ways to 

deliver products to people. Focus on REUSABLE and REFILLABLE 

systems.

Work with to redefine the culture of convenience and disposal 

supported by single-use product delivery models.



Nature doesn’t create any waste. It has only been in 

the past 60+ years that we have created and are now 

suffocating ourselves and the planet in plastic. 

As Greta Thunberg says, we must listen to the 
science, and we must act now!

Plastic Pollution Coalition


