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GeoEye: Company Overview 

Offering best resolution – color – accuracy 
commercially available 

Offering best resolution – color – accuracy 
commercially available
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GeoEye: IKONOS and GeoEye-1

GeoEye-1
– Launched 6 September 2008
– Started Commercial Operations 5 February 2009
– Most advanced satellite commercially available

• 0.41 meter panchromatic, 1.65 multi- 
spectral

• Designed for <5m accuracy without ground 
control

• Up to 700,000 km² per day collection 
capacity (panchromatic)

• >7 year mission life

IKONOS
– Launched 24 September 1999
– World’s first commercial satellite with 1- 

meter resolution
• 0.82 meter panchromatic, 3.2 meters 

multi-spectral
• Over 300 million km² of world-wide 

archive
• Extensive global network of ground 

stations
__________________________________________________________

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Thank Andrea Maleter for inviting me. It’s always a pleasure to speak here. Boy, her timing is incredible. We just launched a satellite, but on the other hand the capital markets are reeling! As I thank Ray Duffy for that kind introduction, I’m tempted to ask that he speak today instead of me – Ray, as a leading light of the insurance industry, do you want to comment on the AIG bailout?

The headline for this discussion is Challenges Facing the Commercial Remote Sensing Industry. To address that, I need to do a quick intro on who GeoEye is so you get some context for my remarks.�
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IKONOS: 1 meter imagery 

Almost 10 years of archive – still collecting strongAlmost 10 years of archive – still collecting strong
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GeoEye-1: First Images 

Now Commercially Available – Collecting World Wide Now Commercially Available – Collecting World Wide 
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• GeoEye Constellation Collection 
Capacity
– GeoEye-1 

• Image 350,000 km2/day in 
multi-spectral mode

• 700,000 sq km/day 
panchromatic mode

– IKONOS
• 150,000 sq km/day

• True Constellation Operations for 
GeoEye-1 and IKONOS 
– Phased orbit
– Access to all locations nearly 

every day

Faster Response Times
Faster Project Completions
More Opportunities Served

GeoEye Constellation Collection Capacity

Key:
White = IKONOS Collection path

Orange  = GeoEye‐1 collection path

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
A sensor with greater collection capacity will result in final image products with shorter delivery times. The products will also have improved consistency due to avoiding variations in scene content that can result from temporal changes in the images collected on multiple satellite passes. Greater collection capacity also translates in simplest terms into MORE imagery and MORE CURRENT imagery of the places you want to see.

�



Search GeoEye archive 
over 300 million sq. km. 

available and ready

www.geoeye.com
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GeoFuse: New Online Search Tool

www.geoeye.comwww.geoeye.com
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Pick your location - Greater Accra area
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Search for available archive
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Show footprints of imagery (1/16 resolution)
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Select required scene – area, time, cloud cover
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Full resolution 1 meter imagery
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Zoom into your Area of Interest
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GeoEye in Africa

• Supporting industry
– Trade events, publications, imagery

• Local Partners
– South Africa, Kenya, Ethiopia, Senegal, Morocco, 

Egypt, Nigeria

• GeoEye Foundation
– Providing imagery for educational, research and 

non-profit organizations
– Pilot projects
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Advantages in Africa

• Strong Demand
– Commercial and Government
– Mapping, Census projects, Environmental, Multi-National 

Corporations, Oil and Gas

• Visual Product
– 1000 words
– Imagery provides fast and understandable information to 

decision makers

• Google Earth, etc.
– Awareness of industry and imagery available

• Satellite vs. Aerial 
– Less restrictions, higher accuracy, less ground truth



19

Challenges 

• Cost
– High resolution is still expensive

• Time for project development
– Projects can take time to define, develop and fund
– Commercial companies don’t always have patience

• Keeping projects on track
– When projects are funded, lots of parties “jump in”
– Funding may be routed for alternative projects

• Data storage and Training
• Procurement system

– Satellite imagery is a big purchase – use for many groups
– Centralize procurement group, storage and distribution
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Moving forward in Africa

• GeoEye has a large source of imagery
– Want to strengthen commercial relationships
– Government and Commercial organizations
– Develop new applications 
– Education and training

Open to new partnerships and collaborations to help 
get data in the hands of end users 

Open to new partnerships and collaborations to help 
get data in the hands of end users
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Thank you
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