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Background and Motivation 

Climate change is a global commons problem and, as such, requires cooperation at the 
highest jurisdictional level – that is, international cooperation among national governments – if it is 
to be adequately addressed. However, national governments acting independently, as well as 
subnational governments, can also significantly advance efforts to mitigate and adapt to climate 
change. States, provinces, and municipalities around the world have undertaken initiatives – 
sometimes working together across national boundaries – to address climate change. This includes 
jurisdictions in the largest-emitting countries – India, China, and the United States – as well as in the 
European Union. 

This workshop will examine subnational climate-change policy in India. For the purpose of these 
discussions, the topic includes: 1) How Indian states formulate and implement policy to reduce 
greenhouse-gas emissions and adapt to climate change – and related energy policy; 2) Interactions 
between state and Union governments with regard to climate-change and energy policy:  how states 
and New Delhi cooperate – and challenges to such cooperation.  

This workshop is part of larger initiative of the Harvard Project on Climate Agreements 
examining – and, to the extent feasible, comparing – subnational climate-change policy in China and 
India. Indeed, there will be one session in this workshop comparing federal and quasi-federal 
systems in India with those in China, Canada, and the United States.  
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Wednesday, December 8 
India Standard Time (pm) and U.S. Eastern Standard Time (am) 
 
6:00 – 6:40 pm  
7:30 – 8:10 am 

Welcome, framing, and self-introductions 

Robert Stavins 
Director, Harvard Project on Climate Agreements 

Tarun Khanna 
Director, Lakshmi Mittal and Family South Asia Institute at Harvard 

University 

Navroz Dubash 
Centre for Policy Research 

Johannes Urpelainen 
Director, Initiative for Sustainable Energy Policy, Johns Hopkins SAIS 

6:40 – 7:00 pm 
8:10 – 8:30 am 

Subnational Climate Change (and Related Energy) Policy in India: Overview 
Aditya Valiathan Pillai 
Associate Fellow, Centre for Policy Research 

7:00 – 7:10 pm  
8:30 – 8:40 am 

Response 
Johannes Urpelainen 

7:10 – 7:40 pm  
8:40 – 9:10 am 

Discussion 

7:40 – 7:55 pm  
9:10 – 9:25 am 

Break 

7:55 – 8:00 pm  
9:25 – 9:30 am 

Introduction to Comparative Presentations 
Johannes Urpelainen 

8:00 – 8:15 pm 
9:30 – 9:45 am 

Subnational Policy in Comparative Context: United States 
Robert Stavins 

8:15 – 8:30 pm 
9:45 – 10:00 am 

Subnational Policy in Comparative Context: Canada 

Mark Jaccard 
Professor and Director of Resource and Environmental Management 
Simon Fraser University 

8:30 – 8:45 pm 
10:00 – 10:15 am
  

Subnational Policy in Comparative Context: China 

Gørild Heggelund 
Research Professor 
Fridtjof Nansen Institute 

8:45 – 9:20 pm  
10:15 – 10:50 am 

Discussion 
 

9:20 – 9:30 pm  
10:50 – 11:00 am 

Close 
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Thursday, December 9 
India Standard Time (pm) and U.S. Eastern Standard Time (am) 
 
6:00 – 6:10 pm 
7:30 – 7:40 am 

Welcome and Overview of the Second Session 
Robert Stowe 
Co-Director, Harvard Project on Climate Agreements 
Johannes Urpelainen 

6:10 – 6:30 pm 
7:40 – 8:00 am 

Subnational Climate Change Policy and Power-Sector Market Reform 
Kaveri Iychettira 
Assistant Professor, School of Public Policy, IIT-Delhi 

6:30 – 6:40 pm  
8:00 – 8:10 am 

Response 
Puneet Chitkara 
Post-Doctoral Fellow 
Initiative for Sustainable Energy Policy, Johns Hopkins SAIS 

6:40 – 7:10 pm  
8:10 – 8:40 am 

Discussion 

7:10 – 7:30 pm  
8:40 – 9:00 am 

State Roles in Achieving Net-Zero Emissions in India 
Jayant Sinha 
Member, Lok Sabha 
Hazaribagh, Jharkhand 

7:30 – 7:55 pm  
9:00 – 9:25 am 

Discussion 
 

7:55 – 8:10 pm 
9:25 – 9:40 am 

Break 

8:10 – 9:20 pm 
9:40 – 10:50 am 

Subnational Climate Change Policy in India: Roundtable Discussion 
Aditya Valiathan Pillai, Moderator 
Suresh Attri 
Principal Scientific Officer, Department of Science and Technology 
Government of Himachal Pradesh 
Jayanthi Murali 
Special Secretary, Environment and Climate Change 
Department of Environment, Climate Change and Forests 
Government of Tamil Nadu 
Shwetal Shah 
Technical Advisor, Climate Change Department 
Government of Gujarat 
Lokendra Thakkar 
General Manager, Center for Climate Change and Sustainable Development 
Department of Environment, Government of Madhya Pradesh 

9:20 – 9:30 pm  
10:50 – 11:00 am 

Conclusions; Next Steps; Close 

 


